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CHAP. L 


Some account of Miſs Brown's family and 
connections. The prejudices of educa- 
tion exemplified. Is deſtined for a con- 
vent. Sets out for Liverpool to embark 
for France. 


T5 


8 the reader is not to conſider this 
performance i in the light of a novel 


or a romance, but the real adventures ß 
a perſon who has made ſome noiſe in the 

gay world; ſo he muſt not be ſurpriſed if 

he meets with nothing i in theſe ſheets bots 


dering upon the ' marvellous or ſurpriſing. __ 
The incidents of my life are not much out 
of the common road of female ſeduction, 
forwarded by the errors of a miſtaken gen 
teel ien; and I ſhall endeavour at a 

Vol., 2 „ Ts : ale 
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ſtyle ſuitable to a ſubject that has nothing 
but plain truth and ſimple nature to re- 
.commend it. 
Though the name of Brown being ſo 
general may carry the air of a fictitious 
one, it was certainly my family- name, and 
is a pretty antient one in Lancaſhire, which 
was the place of my nativity. My father 
enjoyed a ſmall patrimony in this country, 
which was the uſual place of his reſidence. 
He was of the Romith perſuaſion, and was 
a great ſtickler for religion, which has been 
the means of preventing his uncle, who i 
had a place under the government, and 
ſome influence at court, aſſiſting him win 
his protection, which might have been 
greatly to his intereſt. 
I had two beothers. ier than myſelf; 
but as I was an only daughter, I, was the 
darling both of my father and mother, 
but particularly the latter, who was one of 
thoſe good-natured- a women that 
do every thing for the ſake of eaſe and 
quietneſs; ſo that I had my will upon every 
occaſion :.and my brothers tyrannized over 
her ſo much by her condeſcenſion, and | 
hiding their boyiſh faults from their father, 
_ that we all three ſtood a very fair chance 7 


den a children. . 
Though | 
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Though my father, by bis . 
which he made his two ſons, follow, was 
precluded all hopes of providing for them 
by any places under the government or in 
the army, and though his fortune, when 
divided, could never be ſufficient to main- 
tain us all genteelly; yet poſſeſſed ſo much 
family pride that he could not prevail upon 
himſelf to put them out to any trade; ſo 
that after they had attained as much know- 
ledge as the grammar- ſchool could afford, 
they were ſent abroad to complete their 
ſtudies in a foreign ſeminary. 

My deſtination. was nearly, the igen 5 
for, having attained my eleventh year, and 
acquired as much learning as our country 
boarding- ſchools could communicate, I was 
tranſported to Douay, to complete my edu- 
cation, improve my morals, and eſtabliſh 
me more firmly in the PSINCIDITR of my re- 
ligion. 

A prieſt who lived'i in our Fundy and 
ſerved for our chaplain and general con- 
feſſor, took care to keep/up the ſuperſtition ' 
which I and. my. brothers, had ſeemingly 
naturally imbibed: he told us it was a 
greater ſin to eat meat on a Friday, than 
to be guilty of theft, or even murder; and 
n acknowledge he ſo far operated up- 


. on 
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on my weak mind, that I looked with a 
kind of horror upon fleſh that day; and 
it was with ſome diticulty I could reconcile 
myſelf to it the next. I was made to be- 
eve that my ſalvation in a great meaſure 

depended upon my kiſſing a piece of wood 
the ſhape of a croſs. Theſe, and a thou- 
fand abſurdities of the like nature, ap- 
peared to me of the utmoſt religious con- 
ſequence, and therefore conſidered them 
with the higheſt veneration. Whether our 
confeſſor really believed what he taught, or 
aſſumed ſo much hypocriſy only to impoſe 
upon us, I will net pretend to determine; 
but it muſt be acknowledged, his life was | 
one perpetual round of abſtemiouſneſs : he 

eat very moderately, drank ſtill more ſpa- - 
ringly, was not addicted to ſcandal, and 
was eſteemed very charitable: his charac- 
ter, therefore, more ſtrongly enforced his 
tenets than even his precepts, and he was 
looked upon with ſo much deference in 
our neighbourhood, that every one thought 
it a bleſſing to be in company with Mr, 
Fiſher. Such then was the general charac- 
ter of the ſuperintendant of our ſouls, WhO 
very properly prepared me for wy future 
recluſe life. 

Logs. never yet been abſent from my 

$0 | 5 metho- 
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mother one ak: for though I had learnt 
RF writing, accompts, with dancing, and a lit- | 
3 tlc French, at a boarding-ſchool in our 


town, 1 had only been what is called.a day- 
ſcholar; fo that when the time approached. 


J of my departure for Liverpool, where I was 


XZ to take ſhipping for Calais, the thoughts of. 
leaving my mother : almoſt diſtracted me, 
1 and her concern was viſibly as great: but 
when the hour came of our taking leave, 
I thought my heart would have burſt. 
Words could find no utterance, I hung 
round her neck, and we mingled our tears 
= - together. At length, however, ſhe reco- 
vered herſelf enough to ſay, My dear 
133 Polly, we muſt part, but hope not for 
ever; it is for the good of both your ſoul 
and body; and tho! it is worſe than death 
to me to let you go, I muſt not oppoſe 
what is ſo much for your advantage. 
66 Treaſure up the precepts: of that holy 
man Mr. Fiſher, and upon every occaſion 
pray for your father and mother, Tom- 
my and Charles.“ Here a flood of tears 
ſtopt her ſaying any more; and my father 
7 very opportunely Fame to our relief, ſumn- 
moning me to repair to the coach which, 
he ſaid, had been waiting for me hear half 
ae He took me by the hand, and, 
RS... * * 7 without 5 to 


6 1 
but inquiring the cauſe of our wit, 
which he very well knew, he conducted 
me to the coach, whilſt I remained quite 
inſenſible to every object about me. 
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Some Account of Maria's fellow-travellers. 
The converſation that enſues, wherein 
Mr. Brown takes ſo great and zealous a 
part. Its ſalutary effects upon Maria. 
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Had gone ſome miles before JI ever once 
4 thought of conſidering my fellow-tra- 
vellers. My father, who was by my ſide, 
frequently deſired me to dry up my tears, 
and not give way ſo much to grief; but I 
found this vent the only ſolace that was 
left me, and it would have been cruel to 
have denied me the ſmall conſolation, 
which this indulgence of my ſorrow af- 
forded. The rivulets of miſery ſeemed at 
length to have dried their ſprings; and as 
they had before ſpontaneouſly flowed, they 
now in the ſame manner ſtopped their 

- courſe, and I was able to make uſe of my 
alma orbs for their deſtmed'/vocation. ©: 
Our company conſiſted of two French 


bine who had been (et arhberty by the 
1 3 treaty 


). 


SE 8 
treaty of Aix- la- Chapelle, a ſmuggler from 
the Ile of Man, and one of the actors be- 
longing to the ſtrolling company at Liver- 
pool. They ſoon diſcovered their occupa- 
tions by their converſation : the French of- 


ficers very ingenuouſly acknowledged the 


civil and generous treatment they had met 


with in England, where they owned they 
had fared better, though they had been 
priſoners,. than if they had been in actual 
ſervice in their own country. The con- 


traband trader agreed with the French- 
men, that England was one of the moſt 


hoſpitable countries under the ſun, and 
would be in every ſenſe the beſt, if it was 


not for cuſtom-houſe' officers and exciſe - 
men, who were the peſt of ſociety, and the 
* bane of all commerce. As to the actor, 


he complained loudly of the tyranny of 


managers, and the want of diſcernment in 


auditors, who let merit go untewarded, 


whilſt they laviſhed their money upon fo · 


reign ſingers, dancers, and hartequins. 

My eyes and ears were the only organs 
capable of performing their office: as to 
my tongue, my ſpirits were by fan too 


much depreſſed for me to attempt Ser- 


ciſing it, and the only articulate found 1 


Was 8 "ng of expreſſing, was high Bo. 


B 4. | | which 
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which Way eſcaped from me, and 
Which, with my former tears, had thrown 
my father into almoſt as melancholy a mood 
as myſelf, and had not the topic veered to 
religion, he would have been as little emu- 
tous as myſelf of joining in it. But this 
was the diapaſon of all his argument, of 


all his reaſoning; it was impoſſible to touch 


this key without attuning his pipe, to 
throw in that diſcord ſo neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute harmony. No ſooner had the illegal 
trader given his ſentiments upon the ſigni- 
Hcance of cuſtom- houſe oaths, than Mr. 
Brown immediately entered upon the ſub- 
jet, and proved, by very learned and theo- 
logical arguments, that a man muſt be ir- 
retrievably damned who was guilty of the 
crime of perjury. No one had the auda- 
city tooppoſe this opinion directly; ; but the 
ſmuggler put an interrogation. to Mr. 


Brown, which ſomewhat diſconcerted him, 


as he. was not prepared with an anſwer : 
Whether there were as many hells as 
there were crimes ? If not,” continued 
the queriſt, all puniſhments are alike, 
sand there is no juſtice in the decree.” 

This was a bold aſſertion in the preſence of 
my father, and he called forth all his zeal, 


and no ſmall ſhare of ſuperſtition, to prove 


+." that 
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that there were but two hells, or rather 
one and a half, as, purgatory: could not be 
looked upon as a complete ſtate of damna- 
tion. The, primitive fathers, and many 


modern theological writers, were over- 


hauled to ſupport, his doctrine, which was 
as ſoporific as it was orthodox, and lulled 
me to a more gentle and ſalutary leep than 
1 had experienced for ſome WRAY 5 At 
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Maria's ond at Iersel; eden h. 


Calais. Her meditations. Her acquaint- 


ance with Mifs anden aun ven | 


"Wy: s ſtory, 
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1 terrupted- till we arrived at Liver- 
pool, and we ſtopped. at the inn, where I 
was to take a farewel- ſupper with my fa- 
ther. The ſhip was ready to fail the next 
morning; ; and, after a very affectionate 
ſcene that paſſed between Mr. Brown and 


myſelf, Iwent on board. 
A freſn gale ſprung up, pry in | nina 15 


three hours we were almoſt out of ſightof 


Y numbers were not in the leaſt in- 


land, but to the laſt my fond eyes ſtole a 

ook at Albion's cliffs. . Farewel to my 
& © native ſhore, relations, friends, all that's 
wade - WOE”. YN - S 
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« fear; perhaps for ever! R flood'6f tears 


burſt upon the concluſion of this ſoliloquy, 
which cloſed the ſcene of all but the watery 


element; and now ſucceeded ſuch a qualm 


of ſtomach, as entirely. diverted my 


thoughts from every thing but preſent re- 
lief, which I, in ſome meaſare, obtained, 
by the euſtomary operation of 'fea-ſicknels ; 
and a few hours after I had ſuch an eager 


appetite, that having found: in the cabin 
fome ſhip-beef, I made the moſt heart; and 


moſt delicious regale I ever had in my life. 
My ſpirits being by theſe means ſome- 


| what recruited, I began. to confider my ſi- 


—_— 


heard of my family and friends. 


tuation in a more favourable point of light 


than I had hitherto looked upon it, and my 


affliction was greatly alleviated by finding 
a young lady on board, who was deftined- | 


for the hke ſtation; and: the ſame convent 


as myſelf; ſo true it is that a companion in 
affliction diminiſhes-our ſorrows. We ſoon 


entered into familiar: chat, when ſhe ac- 


quainted me with. her family and connec- 
tions, and 0 cauſe un her: being 8 


Abroad. 


My a faid the; y you bit likely HV: 
My 
my father 


name is Juliana Fleetwood; 


& lives within a. few. miles of Lancaſter; he- 


has 
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ce has a patrimonia] eſtate of about two 

« thouſand a year, and I am his only 

“daughter. My mother died about four 

« years ago, and have been under the 

„ care of a diſtant femalè relation ever 

« ſince. This couſin of mine was not 

without her foibles, and perhaps the 

* moſt predominant one ſhe had was that 
« of drinking. As J had it in my power 
« to promote her indulging herſelf in this 
« reſpect, ſo ſhe, in return, gave me all the 
« liberty of conſcience ind action! could 
© deſire. I was without any fort of con- 
e ſtraint, when! attained that age that de- 

L termined I was a woman, I had read 
1 love- ſtories, and little romances, which 
our maids furniſhed me with. In read- 

“ ing Pamela, Lwas greatly pleaſed to find 
< that ſhe was at laſt made happy; and this 
«event fo ſtrongly operated upon my 
mind, that from this moment I looEhEd 
upon all diſtinction of birth and fortune 
as no ſort of impedimehrt to two perſons 
<< being united, whoſe affections were mu- 
© tual. With theſe romances in my head, 

* and favourable diſpoſitions in my heart, 
< our houſe was more like a nunnery than 
* a gentleman's country-ſeat;. and 1 had 
never TIE ſet my eyes upon any thing that 

Wass 
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as called a gentleman in our neigh- 
* bourhood, except a country-ſquire, who 
« was a great ſportſman, and who more re- 
* ſembled his dogs and horſes than a ra- 
tional creature. He could talk of no- 
thing but leaping five-bar gates, being in 
at the death, laying the odds, and win- 
ning of plates: this was converſation I 
e had no ſort of reliſh for, and could not 
& help concluding, that if gentlemen talked 
ein the ſame ſtrain, and. upon the ſame 
« ſabjeds,. they had little reaſon to pique 
« themſelves upon their birth and educa- 
« tion; At the ſame time that I was draw- 
6 3 ing theſe no very favourable concluſions 
upon the ſcore of gentility, I could not 
help making a compariſon. between the 
« {quire and. William, a young footman 
66 that had been in our. family for ſome. 
years. Methought that his manners were 
4 more poliſhed; and his converſation, 
% which I frequently overheard with the 
< maids, more rational, than the ſquire's, 
and with reſpect to his perſon all compa- 
«6 riſon was deftroyed.. The. ſquire was 
s clumſy, ungenteel, purblind, and pock- 
ge frecken; whereas William's face was 
Phandlome, his perſon tall and well-made, 
* and his Ten EOS. upon the 
WOO. . : holes, 
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. whole, methought nature neyer intended 
« ſuch wide diſtinctions as my father was 


* continually making between people of Fa- 


« ſhion and the laborious part of mankind. 
« T had for ſome time obſerved, that 
% William's peculiar ſtudy was to endea- 
„ your at anticipating all my orders ; he 
« gueſſed by my motions what 1 ſeemed 
« defirous of, and fearce' ever gave me an 
10 opportunity to aſk for a thing. Such at- 
<« tention on his part, I muſt acknowledge, 
« attracted my obſervation more than 


" uſual, and I could not help frequently: 7M 


« caſting a glance to ſee with what readi- 


© neſs he caught my looks, and yet our 


« eyes ſcarce ever met, but what I could- 


« perceive a ſort of confuſion in ki coun= 


« tenance. | 
« He was one afternoon waiting upon 
4 me whilſt I was drinking tea, all alone, 
in our ſummer-houſe, at the end of the 
garden; when giving him a nod to fill 
the pot, he didit, uttering ſuch a ſigb, 
* that Icould not help jocoſely aſking dan 
& Sure, Will, you're not in lobe? I had n 
completely uttered the words, till 4. 


hand ſhook. to that degrex that he poured: 


« 7 ook, water on my hand, which ſcald 
me. 365 was.  {o Sealy, afſeted, _ 
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* nat bi had a that he burft into 


tears, which moved me ſo much, that, 
“for the preſent, I forgot the acute pain 
<« that I felt from the boiling water, and I 
found myſelf highly intereſted in con- 
« ſoling him, by aſſuring him that the burn 
* was not great, and that he need not give 
way ſo much to his grief upon the occa- 
„ 
Upon my affording him ſome conſola- 
tion, he dried up his tears, but gave me 
« ſuch a look as it is impoſſible for me to 
« deſcribe. Young and ignorant as I was 
«'in the language of the eyes, methought I 
„read every thing that the moſt tender, 
the moſt ſenſible ſentiments could ex- 
« preſs. 

« From this moment I was never eaſy 
& but when Will was waiting or attending 
« upon me; and I never had ſo much plea- | 
& ſure, as when I could contemplate his | 

< perſon, without being obſerved by any 
e one. I diſcovered charms in him that I 
* had before ſlightly paſſed. over; his face 
« appeared to me that of a perfect Adonis; 
* Cupids lay in ambulh. in every ringlet of 
*-his flowing cheſnut hair; his whole per- 
© fon ſeemed to be a model for ſtatuaries 


— and painter Llonged foran opportunity: 
OT 22 
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f ſaying to him ſomething upon the 
< ſcore of love, and would freely have un- 
0” dergone the pain of having my fingers 


4 ſcalded again, to have had fo favourable 


« an oceaſion of entering upon the ſubject. 
I contrived to drink tea alone in the 
ſame place a few days after; but I was 
no longer able to command thoſe looks,. 
« the meaning of which he uſed ſo quickly. 


to catch; and when I would have given: 


ci him a command, could utter nothing: 
e but a ſigh: in fine, there was not a word 


« paſſed upon this occaſion, but, complete 


t confuſion on both ſides, without either 
© of us having dated t to venture a look” at 
« each other. 

The next morning I found upon my. 
« dreſſing- table a letter, which 1 opened: 
with rapture. I believe I have it in my 
25 pocket, and will read it to you. 


« Oh! thou divine creature, 


E What can be the reaſon I am fo miſer- 
« able and you ſo perplexed ? Surely there 
can be no ſympathy in ſouls which for: 


* tune has placed at fo great a diſtance. ©” 


4 dare not venture to think that you rouls. | 
* throw. away a thought upon ſuch a 
S wretch. as me No, it is impoſſible; 1 


fs tb 16-] 
«muſt fly to ſome remote corner of the 
earth, and there forget there is ſuch a 
| « 3 being as the incomparable Juliana. 
"v6 Why then do-I pretend to trouble with 
e my impertinence and folly ſo much ex- 
< cellence,. when it would be the higheſt 
«* preſumption. in me to ſay, I was her 


< moſt abject ſlave, . {IS 
65 . iliam Franklin.” 


_—_—_ . 
GG 


575 Ic is impoſſible to expreſs whit fatis- 
faction 1 received in peruſing. theſe lines. 
I read them over and over, and every 

«time I thought I diſcovered freſh beau- 
« ties and more meaning. I'was, however, | 

« greatly perplexed to know what ſtep | $ 

« ſhould take; for a young lady to write to 
« a man, appeared to me highly criminal, 
and eſpecially an anſwer to ſuch a letter 
as this; yet I found my heart ſtrongly 
e pleaded for the uſe of pen and paper, 
and I ſhould have readily. ſubmitted to 
** its dictates, had I known what to ſay, 
„ Twas in this perplexity when he was 
j & ordered to call me to breakfaſt. He 
t fell upon his knees, and begged I would 
& forgive him the imprudence he had been 
* guilty of. Saying this, however, he in- 
1 F got hold of f my ings, and hatheds 
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"was 


«it with his tears ; nor could I find the R | 


& [eaſt inclination to wither it from be. 
« All explanations now became  ſuper- 


« fluous, and we availed ourſelves of every 


ec arte of being together, when we 

* gave each other the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
« of our mutual paſſion. 

« We had never yet been diſcovered, 
« for my gouvernante was generally half 
e the day ſo well employed with her cor- - 
« dial friends, that ſhe never gave us any 
© interruption ; and as to the maids, I con- 
e trived always to find them ſuch employ- 
ment at ſome oppoſite parts of the houſe, 
that our tẽte- a- tẽte parties had never yet 
„been broke in upon. In one of theſe un- 
e interrupted converſations we took the 
e reſolution of ſetting off poſt for London, 
**1n order to be married at Ry Fair 


„ chapel. 


„% My father was at this time at Bath, 


| « and every thing promiſed fair for the ex- 


% ecution of our project. I had packed up 
* what cloaths I thought neceſſary for our 
“journey, and William had provided a 


© poſt-chaiſe at Mancheſter, whither ge 
* took me behind him upon one of my fy. 4 
£ ther's horſes. 


= But though we ſucceeded you far, bur 
2 88 * evil 


** 
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| « evil genius ſoon interfered, we met the 
ſquire upon the road. His jealouſy was f 
1 rouſed at perceiving us, as he had pro- 
© fefſed himſelf one of my admirers : he 
<ſent an expreſs to my father, and when 
we got out of the chaife at Hyde-park- 
corner, we found ourſelves ſurrounded: 
with conſtables. To ſhorten this diſagree- 
able part of my narrative, I was wreſted 
from the only man I ever loved, bruught 
back to my father's, when the alternative 


propoſal was made me, of either giving 


my hand to the ſquire, or ſequeſtering | 

< myſelf from the world in a nunnery. | 
- < You ſee the reſolution I have made, and 
„ doubt not have merited thereby your f 
< approbation.” | ; 


CHAP. Iv. 


Arrive at Calais, the deſign Maria has of 
_  Teturning to England without landing; 
is prevailed upon to lay it aſide, An 
uncommon adventure, and its conſe- 
quences... 


I heart, as yet a firanger to the ten- 
der paſſion, felt ſome emotions upon 
the relation of Miſs Fleetwood's ſtory; and 


though 1 had ſcarce attained my twelfth 
Pear, 


[ 19 1 3 
year, 1 began to think I was going to act a 
very unnatural part in ſecluding myielf 
from the world, and particularly from that 
part of the creation who alone I began to 
imagine could confer real felicity. 

« Ay, my dear Juliana, ſaid I, what a 
« cruel tyranny are parents allowed to ex- 
* erciſe towards us, according to their 
„% whims and caprices, without conſulting; 
our ſentiments and diſpoſitions! You 
might have been more happy with your 
dear Billy, than if you had wedded an 
* emperor ; titles and grandeur do not con- 


; | © fer felicity, or thoſe who poſſeſs them 


„ would not complain.” 
A flood of tears gave teſtimony of the 
concurrence of her ſentiments with mine; 
ſhe was too. deeply afflicted with the rela- 
tion of her ſtory, and my comment, to be 
able to anſwer me with words; but I per- 


fectly underſtood her filent expreſſion by 


my own feeling. 

Whilſt we were thus employed, we un- 
expectedly entered Calais harbour. Here 
was a new world open to my view, a col- 
lection of figures and appearances I was ut- 
terly a ſtranger to; every thing ſeemed to 


me terrible, and it was with much difficulty 
1 could be "lp to get on ſhore, having, 


erideayoured: 


* 


[20] 

endeavoured to prevail on Miſs Fleetwood 
to ſecrete ourſelves in the hold of the veſſel, 
that we might return with it; but her ex- 
perience of the world, though not great, 

was far beyond mine; and ſhe pointed out 
the many difficulties and dangers we had 
to ſurmount in the execution of ſuch a pro- 
ject, and the reception we ſhould meet 
with from our relations and friends, in ſo 
lively and pictureſque à manner, that ſhe 
ſoon convinced me of the little practicabi- 
Itty there was of executing ſuch a ſcheme 
with ſucceſs. _ 

Behold me now, for the firſt time, upon 
French ground, ide with a thouſand 
impertinent and frivolous queſtions by, cuſ- 
tom-houſe officers and porters, and at 
. length conducted to a dirty inn, which was 

reckoned the beſt in the whole town. _ 
Me were to remain here till the next 
night, as the coach would not be ready to 
et out for Douay till then, Whilſt we 
were ſtill at the inn, an adventure happened 
that was ehe ſingular, and which, tho 
it occurred fifteen years ago, I retain a per- 
fect remembrance of. 
A young gentleman, about. hit 
4 years of age, came running into our apart- 
ment between nine and ten at night, in 
** 


LIE... a 
great conſternation, ſaying, 6c Ia am an dead 
« man if you don't fave me.“ Such an 
unexpected declaration -greatly ſurprized 
us: however, after our firſt emotions were 
ſubſided, we began to inquire into the cauſe 
of ſo abrupt and unexpected a viſit. © Look 
you, ladies, he replied, with great ear- 
« neſtneſs, if you have humanity enough 
ce to aſſiſt me in making my eicape, you 
“ muſt do it ſpeedily. I have not time to 
* acquaint you with my ſtory: all I can tell 
« you in a few words is, that the officers 
« of the police are at my heels, and if they 
e come. up with me I ſhall be broke alive; 
the packet is now going to ſail for Eng- 
“land, but I cannot get on board without 
being diſguiſed, for orders have been ſent 
* to all the ſea-ports for ſtopping my get- 
ting out of the kingdom; without one 
« of you will lend me your dreſs and name, 
„ am a dead man. 

So earneſt an addreſs pleaded his ca 
effectually; and Miſs Fleetwood, without 
aſking his name, or any queſtion, imme 
diately equipped him with one of her 
gowns, and all the other apparatus of fe- 
male dreſs, when having moſt ſincerely ki 
thanked us for our goodneſs, M ſet. 1 
leaving his own cloaths behind him. 
A 


[ 22 ] 
Though ſuch a” ſcene as a man's un- 
dreſſing before me, would' at any other 
time have greatly daſhed me, the critical 
circumſtances of the youth, and the impoſ- 
ſibility there was of his doing it any where 
elſe, removed all thoſe delicate notions up- 
on this head, which I was naturally poſ- 
ſeſſed of; and [ even aſſiſted him in putting 
on his eloaths, to make him appear as much 
like a female as poſſible. We were ſo ſuc- | 
ceſsful in this reſpect, that he embarked on 
board the packet without being diſcovered, 
and failed for England with a fair wind. 

He had not been gone above two hours 
before we were diſturbed by the officer. of 
the police, who came to ſearch the inn, 
having information that he had taken re- 
fuge there: we made as many excuſes as 

poſſible for not giving them admittance, 

but all to no purpoſe ; they inſiſted upon 
entering, and the more deſirous we were 
of preventing them, the more ſtrenuouſly 
they perſiſted in their demand. It was 
not, however, till they had begun to force 
open the door, and that we found all the 
pleadings of our ſex and youth were of no 
avail, that we agreed to let them in as ſoon 
as we had, dreſſed ourſelves. 

A | hey earched the apartment, and ſoon 

diſcovered 
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diſcovered the young gentleman's cloaths: 

they immediately, ſuſpected we. had been 
inſtrumental in his eſcape, and we were, 

without farther ceremony, taken before the 

governor, who upon examining us ſoon pre- 

vailed upon Miſs Fleetwood to acknowledge : 

all that paſſed. I was ſet at Mare but 

ſhe was put under arreſt. b 

During her confinement I learnt the par- N 
ticulars of the young gentleman's ſtory. 

He was one of the grey muſqueteers, a re- 
markably handſome youth, and was there- 
fore greatly careſſed by the ladies at Ver- 
ſailles. He lived in great ſplendor and 
magnificence, and conte extent 
large ſums, which, it was well known, he 
acquired by the beneficence of the fair ſex, 
in return for favours which he conferred 
upon them. His enamoratas. were not, 
however, publickly known, though ſcandal 
often pointed them out. A farmer-gene- 
ral, whoſe wife made frequent calls upon 
him for conſiderable ſums, which ſhe pre- 

_ tended ſhe had loſt at play, gave him, at 
length, ſuſpicion that ſhe muſt have ſome ' 
other method of diſpoſing of money than 
ill ſucceſs at cards. He employed emiſſa- 
ries, who diſcovered the intrigue that: was 
carried on between his wife and the young 


muſqueteer, 
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the loſs of her en 
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muſqueteer. The financier was naturally 


of a jealous diſpoſition, He had married 
the lady out of pure love. She was of mean 


extraction, and had no fortune. 


He repaired to the place of their rendez- 
vous, reſolving to make an example both 
of his wife and her gallant. He got into 
the chamber, and was an eye-witneſs of her 


perfidy. | Ruſhing upon them ſword- in- 


hand, while they were in this defenceleſs 


ſituation, they were likely both to fall a ſa- 


crifice to bis revenge; but the young muſ- 
queteer ſeized his ſword, and having diſ- 


engaged himſelf from the couch of Venus, 


he entered the field of Mars, with ſuch un- 


common reſolution and addreſs, that the 
farmer-general paid for his Try with 


his life. . 
The muſqueteer had no time to "Toſs 


. ſuch an affair. As ſoon as he was 
dreſſed he took poſt for. Calais, where he 


arrived only one hour before his purſuers. 


The lady was taken up and examined ; but 
it appearing that ſhe was no way acceſſary 
to the murder, ſhe was et at liberty, withs 
out ſuffering any other ee, chant 
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CHAP. v. 


Arrive at Douay. Their reception at the 


convent. The behaviour of the father- 
confeſſor to Miſs Fleetwood and Matia. 
The great veneration that he is held in. 
An unfortunate diſcovery in the perſon 
of a nun. The event. 


18 8 Fleetwood remained confined 
upon the young muſquetteer's ac- 
count near three weeks. It was not till ſhe 
had ſent over to England to her relations, 
and they had given ſatisfactory anſwers to 
the governor's doubts, whether or no ſhe 
was a relation or miſtreſs of the young gen- 
tleman's, that ſhe obtained her liberty. I 
ſent an account of this affair to my papa, 
and obtained leave to remain at Calais, till 
ſuch time as Juliana was able to renew her 
| journey. 

At length all formalities being obſerved, 
and Miſs Fleetwood having received a very 
ſevere reprimand from the governor, ſhe 


| was releaſed, and we departed from Calais 


for Douay, where we arrived without any 
remarkable occurrence on the way, 


Upon our arrival at the convent, the mo- 
Vol. I. SJ 
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ther abbeſs came to the gate to meet us, 
and uſher us in. She conducted us into 
the parlour, where ſhe heaped compliments 
without number upon us. She told us, 
ee were the moſt agreeable young ladies 
* ſhe had ever ſet eyes upon; that the ſiſ- 
% terhood would be delighted in having ſo | 
„ amiable an addition to their number, 
and that ſhe plainly ſaw we were deſign- 
ed for angels; that heaven had parcelled ix 
eus out for its own; that we ſhould find i 
every thing agrecable to our merit ; and 1 
& that there ſhould be nothing wanting to | ö 
* render that holy ſeminary a delightful f 
&« ſanCtuary.” 

We were next introduced to all the Gi 
terhood, cne by one, who were equally la- | 
viſh in their prailes. There was nothing 
at all diſagreeable in this introduction; but # | 
when our father-confeſſor was brought to 
us, the ſcene was greatly changed; he told 3 
us to prepare ourſelves for confeſſion next} 
day, and having taken us ſeparately aſide, 
he bid me recolle& all the fins I had been 
guilty of, or r thought I could charge myſel 
has Noch. 5 
At my faſt confeſſion, the next day, af- 
. 72 1 had revealed every thing I had done, 

Which appeared to me in the light of evil 


ji 1 


been guilty of more fins; 


being a hypocrite. 
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he ſill perſiſted in it, that I mut have 
that it was int- 
poſſible for any mortal to live ſo upright as 
I had deſcribed. He hinted crimes to me 
which I was entirely ignorant of, and did 


not know their meaning; and at my de- 


parture, he muttered ſomething about = 

I could not help contraſting the beha- 
viour of this capuchin, with the open frank- 
neſs and honeſt good nature of Mr. Fi- 
ſher, who was always ſatisfied with what J 


told him, and was never defirous of extort- 
ing an acknowledgment of imaginary ſins. 


Miſs Fleetwood had agreed with me, to 
communicate to each other whatever hap- 
pened during our ſtay there, and though 

our father-confeſlor injoined us to the 
ſtricteſt ſecrecy with regard to what paſſed 


at confeſſion, we conſidered our prior en- 


gagement of more weight than his menaces. 

She therefore acquainted me with the 
manner of his behaviour to her, which was 
very different; for tho? ſhe told him all that 
had paſſed between Billy and her, and all 
the various agitations of her mind, he had 


appeared no way diſſatisfied at her cond uct, 


and ſeemed to lament that © it was not in 
" his power to make her happy.” She | 


2 ace, 
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| added, he made uſe of theſe laſt words in 
 ſa#tender a manner, and; accompanied 
them with ſo deep a ſigh, that ſhe could not 
believe the holy father was altogether: fo 
pious- minded as he ought. to have been. 
Father Jaquel, which was his name, was 
about forty years of age; he was rather 
low of ſtature, and inclined to be plump, 
of a ruddy complexion, with a longiſh noſe, 
and black eyes, which he. could render 
very expreſhve, at leaſt in anger. By his 
public actions and words, every, one would 
have concluded him to be a ſaint. He 
was particularly abſtemious in his common 
diet, and converſed upon no ſubjects but 
ſuch as were ſcriptural. It was looked upon 
as the higheſt crime to hint any thing to | 
his prejudice, and every devotee appeared ; 
particularly ſedulous to ſerve him. 
Hie had been upwards of two years in 
the convent, his character remained always 4 
an ornament to his order, though by ſe- | 
veral diſcourſes which had paſſed between 
him and Miſs Fleetwood at confeſſion, it 
was pretty plain that he had not entirely | 
ſurmounted all the effects of carnality, 
when an affair happened that at once de- 
ſtroyed his pious reputation, and had nearly 
ruined all angie in the conyent.. =. 
| II „ Miſs 


* 


2 5 
Mis F N and I had remarked Ado 

the holy father continued always a much 
longer time in confeſſing and giving abſolu- 
tion to one of our nuns, whoſe name was 
Mademoiſelle Fenelon, than any other of 
the order. We had more than once per- 
ceived him retire from her in great confu- 
ſion, and Mademoiſelle's head and tucker 
often appeared very. much rumpled after 
theſe holy conferences. It would have 
been highly uncharitable to have ſuppoſed 
any harm had paſſed between them upon 


theſe pious occaſions, and it would have 


been ſtill more dangerous to have revealed 
ſuch ſuppoſitions. However, at the end 
of this period, Miſs Fenelon's _ waiſt ap- 
peared uncommonly large. She would rea- 
dily have ſubmitted to a dropſical com- 
plaint, but ſhe had no ſymptoms but what 
the faculty could have accounted for upon 
more nataral principles: ſhe was neverthe- 
leſs indulged in the belief that ſhe was af: 
flicled with this diſorder, and proper reme- 
dies were preſcribed for her. They all 
proved ineffectual, and the time for her 
being tapped now approached, Inſtead of 


a diſcharge of water, ſhe produced two fine Rn 


chopping boys. 1 
She was taken ill at midnight. The ; 
WE, | C XY = 2 


„ 
| neighbourhood was alarmed as DAE as the 
convent. It was a whimſical errand for a 
meſſenger to go upon: One of our nuns 
js in labour, and wants youraſliſtance im- 
© mediately.” There was no mincing mat- 
ters; a midwife muſt be had, and what 
other meſſage could be delivered ? i 
The reputation of my houſe. deſtroyed 1 
„ —the ſanctity of my character ruined 

virtuous minds turned aſtray - pious vir- 
« gins led to vicious thoughts and I my- 
« ſelf, whoſe chaſtity has ever been un- 
© tainted, to have ſuch a ſpectacle before 
* my eyes, nay, under my very noſe ; not 
, only one, but even two at a time; oh, 
& monſtrous!” Such were the lamentations 
of our worthy mother abbeſs, who ſeemed 
greatly afflicted indeed ; but whether outof 
real piety for the loſs of ſo pious a paſtor as 
father Jaquel, who had ere now abſconded, 
1 cannot pretend to determine. It muſt be 
acknowledged that her grief ſeemed to be 

| blended with a ſpice of Jealouſy, as well as 
a chriſtian abhorrence for ſuch ſhameful 
and ſcandalous conduct. 
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CHAP. vi. 


Maria is called over to England upon the 
death of her father. The affectionate 
leave ſhe takes of Miſs Fleetwood. Ar- 
rives in London; meets her brothers. 
Her behaviour at the play. The patri- 
mony ſhe receives. An invitation from 
her mother, which ſhe diſregards. The 
dangerous inſinuation of her aunt. 


U then was our ſituation in the con- | 
vent, when news came of the death of 
my father. The executors of his will de- 


manded my attendance in England as ſoon, 
as poſſible; and after having taken leave 


of the mother abbeſs, and the reſt of my. 
companions, I ſet out to review my native 
country, after two years and a half abſence. 

Miſs Fleetwood teſtified the greateſt con- 
cern at parting with me, ſaying, © ſhe 


_ * ſhould now be iniſerable indeed, as IL had 


been her only conſolation amidſt all: ber 
„ heart-breaking anmeties.” There cer- 
tainly was a ſympathy of ſentiments, which 
our conſtant acquaintance, from, our firſt 
meeting, had framed into ſomething, ſupe- 
rior to friendſhip; it bordered upon love. 


To , then, the only object thas had yet 


* 


-” 


* 4 excited 


1140 
excited in me any notions that n be 
denominated by that paſſion, muſt have 
been the more dreadful to her, as her con- 
finement was ſtil] to be continued, without 
a friend into whoſe boſom ſhe could pour 
the ſecrets of her heart. Alas! I know too 
well what ſhe muſt have felt by my own 
ſenſations. 

I left the diſconſolate Jolians in the 


ſpring of the year 1752, and for the firſt 


time ſaw the metropolis of England. This 
was a ſcene indeed, for a girl who had been 
immured in a monaſtery from the time that 
reaſon firſt began to dawn. I met my bro- 
_ thers, whom I had not ſeen for near three 
years, having come to London upon the 
fame errand as myſelf. Their religion, I 
have obſerved, precluded them employ- 
ment in their native country, and they had 
therefore been compelled to ſeek it elſe- 
where. The eldeft had obtained a commiſ- 
fion in the Imperial ſervice, and the younger | 
m that of France. They had ferved during 
the preceding war ift Flanders and Italy, 
and acquired ſome laurels in the two laſt 
campaigns. They expreſſed great ſatisfac- 
tion at meeting me, which 1 as ſenſibly re- 
turned. 

Whilſt our reſtamentary buſineſs. was 
2 
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ſettling; my brothers very kindly ſhewed 


me all the public diverſions. I had never” 
ſeen a play before, when they took me to 
the celebrated tragedy of Romeo and Ju- 
liet. The repreſentation of this piece could 
not fail very greatly affecting me, as, be- 
ſides the characters and ſentiments which 
muſt be highly intereſting to a young mind, 

the funeral proceſſion, in many reſpects ſi- 


milar to what 1 had been accuſtomed to, 
gave it ſuch an air of reality, that my bro- 


thers ſaid they were quite aſhamed at my 


being ſo deeply affected. They told me 


it was a mark of great ruſticity to be touched 
at any incidents of a theatrical repreſentation ;. 


that people of taſte paid them not the leaſt re- 
gard; but, on the contrary, in the midſt of the 
moſt tender ſcenes, they would be entertaining 
one another with a loud whiſper, or 4 lougtr- 


laugh. 
I acknowledge that 1 might have been: 


- guilty of a mark of unpoliteneſs, in giving 


vent to the grief 
excited; but that at the ſame time I con- 


ceived thoſe people of ſuppoſed taſte were 


not only guilty of ill- manners in diſturbing 


the reſt of the audience, but proved them. 
felves inſenfible to every thing that was ſub- | 
lime and n 
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Though my brothers were not averſe to 


acknowledge the rectitude of this reaſon- 


ing, they were ſuch avowed ſlaves to ridi- 
culous cuſtom, that I could never prevail 
upon them to attend & again to a tragedy. 


However we went to more comedies than 


one, and whilſt the buſineſs which they 
came to. England upon laſted, they treated 


me with great fraternal regard, and ſeemed 
particularly anxious for my welfare. 


Their leave of abſence was now expired, 


and they were obliged to return to their 


reſpective corps. By the regulation of my 


father's will, after his legal debts were paid, 


a bequeſt of two hundred and fifty pounds 
fell to my lot. My. brothers received five 


hundred pounds each, and my mother had 
a ſmall annuity ſecured to her for her life, 
with which ſhe ſubſiſted decently, not ele- 
gantly, in Lancaſhire. This was the diſ- 


poſition of all our family- fortune, and with 


this ſmall ſtipend I was to make my way in 
the world as a. gentley 0 an and a woman 
of character. F 


My brothers were very. defiros before h 


their departure for the continent, to ſee me 
fettled in ſome. manner, hereby 1 might 
gain a genteel livelihood ; but the ſhortneſs 
of their ſtay in SI R their ef. 


kecting 
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1 | 
fecting their deſign. It is true, my mother 
wrote to me; with intreaties to come to her, 
where, by our mutual oeconomy, we might 
contrive to paſs. an agreeable life upon the 
produce of our joint ſtock. | may attribute 
all my misfortunes to hot paying a proper 
attention to this propoſal. I too eagerly of 
| ſwallowed” the ſweetened flattery of an 
aunt, at whoſe houſe J lodged, who per- 
ſuaded me © I ſhould certainly make my 
fortune in London, where my. narrow 
c cireumflances were not Known; but that 
« if I returned to Lancaſhire, where our far 
„ mily-poverty had been ſo completely ma- 
e nifeſted, I could not expect any one 
&« would look upon Me for a wife, or eſteem 
* meas an acquaintance ; that London was: 
« the only market for beauty, and tha: a 
* prudent ſenſible girl ike me, 'who had 
* ſo good an education, and was miſtreſs. 
of ſo many charms, could not fail very 
6 ſhortly of meeting with a man ſuitable to 
„her moſt ſanguine wiſhes.” 
_ Theſe ſentiments. were ſo a agree 
able to my own way of thinking, that 1 


could not be perſuaded they were unjuſt. 
Little did I then conſider that ſelf-intereſt | 


was the principal motive of my aunt' 8. 
l this doctrine. She to. me „ 
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4 nature and reaſon, | 


[ 36 ] 
was now arrived at woman's age, tho' I 
« was ſcarce fifteen, and it was time for me 


sto think of ſettling in the world; that in 
| 1. the choice of a huſband, I ſhould not fo 
much conſider beauty, or even youth, as 
that great palliative of all evils, money; 
© that I muſt not expect to-meet with all 
e tholefine romantic ideas of a lover, which 


„ had perhaps ſuggeſted to myſelf, in a 


t huſband; that, if he were not old or 


* ugly, ſo much the better, but the main 
& thing was to find out one that was rich; 


and ſhe generally ended with a ꝓaſſage out 


of Garth's prologue to Cato, and which, I 
believe, was the only ſcrap of poetry ſhe 
ever read, or at leaſt rgtained. 


* of The \ woes of wedlock with the j Joys we mix; 
by « © Tis beſt repenting in a coach and ix. > 


This was a favourite Jen of her's, and 
which ſhe took great pains to ay: in 
me. 

Though I was thoroughly of opinion 


aback was a very proper woman, and very 


fit to be married, yet I could not help ſhud- 


| dering with horror at the thoughts of wed- 
ding age and infirmity. To claſp diſeaſe 


within my arms, methought was « Mong 
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CHAP. vi. 


Maria's progreſs in the beau monde. A 
deſcription of her perſon. Her firſt con- 
queſt, with a curious epiftle. Her be- 
Mviour thereupon, and her aunt's Judi- 
cious obſervations. 


Y worthy aunt took particular. and: 

early care to let me know, that a 

girl's fortune in London depended in Aa 
great meaſure upon the figure and appear- 
ance ſhe made, and that therefore I ſhould 
think of furniſhing myſelf with ſome gen- 


teel and faſhionable cloaths, at the ſame 


time intimating that I had fearce a gown 
that was fit to wear, as | had out-grown ali 


my things that were made in the Engliſh 


taſte, and as to my French ones, they were 


abominable. By this means ſhe put me 


to about thirty pounds expence for three 


new ſacks, and ſo completely diſguſted me 
at my old ones, that with very. little per- 


fuaſion ſhe became the proprietor of them 


TI could not help, however, obſetving, tllat 


tho? they looked fo frightful upon me, 


they 8 mou ne wen upon | 4 


I 


her, and that ſhe conſidered them as = 


very beſt in her whole wardrobe. 
The great object ſhe pointed out to me 


was, the neceſſity of my appearing in pub- 


lic places, that I might be ſeen and talked 


about; for it was a maxim with her, that 


the fineſt woman in England who ſhutckher- 
ſelf up, could never think of having admi- 
rers 3 © and beſides,” ſhe would add, © if 


you once become the reigning toaſt, you 


„may command a coronet; for the men, 


in their choice, do not mind ſo much 


« what they themſelves think of a woman, 


cc ag what the world thinks of her.” 


There was no occaſion for ſuch ſtrong 


ſtimulatives to prompt me to follow the 


paths of pleaſure; I had myſelf as much 
delight in going to the Park, the play, or 
Vauxhal, as ſhe could poſlibly haveinſtilled 

into me with all her reaſoning and logic; 
iũt is true, her arguments ſeemed to me ad- 

ditional incentives, and I thought I mult be 
in the right road when I had the. advice 


and applauſe of a woman of ſo much expe- 


rience, and ſo near a relation. Upon this 
plan, then, we ſeldom miſſed an evening 
but what we were at ſome public diverſion 


or other. A young girl, a freſh object in 
— gay world, well dreſſed, fails not of 
ſome | 
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ſome obſervers: it will not be aſtoniſhing 
then to think J attracted the attention of 
more than one, when the following picture 
of mylelf, at this time, I do ſincerely think 
was a juſt one. 

Nature ſeemed in ſome meaſure to anti- 
cipate my days of maturity, for though I 
was but in my fifteenth year, I had every 
appearance of a woman; I was already 

above the middle ſtature, with a fair ſan, 
clear ſparkling black eyes, a well-ſhaped 
noſe, pouting ruby lips, regular white teeth, 
and an agreeable dimple in my cheek; my 
hair was of a dark brown, which flowed in 
ringlets down a neck that was taper and 
well-ſhaped ; an eaſy fall of the ſhoulders 
took off, in-lome degree, from that plump-- 
neſs before, which is uncommon at my 
age; my ſhape was not remarkably flen- 
der, but proportioned to my body, and my 
legs and feet, which were particularly gen- 
teel, received grace from an eaſy unaffect- 
ed air ] was naturally poſſeſſed of; my 
hand and arm, already formed, were f 
the number of thoſe winch, pains wi at- 
tentively 1 imitate: --_ 1 
The reader will perhaps be aiclned ” 
think I am rather vain of my perſon. 1 
might have been. 0 at the age I N 
1 | ig. 
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[40 
ing of, but I have no veſtiges of that folly 
remaining, ſo that I may now be ſuppoſed 
to ſpeak without prejudice. It is obſerved, 
that we always talk moſt aukwardly about 
ourſelves, eſpecially when it relates to any 
| thing that may be conſidered as a perfec- 
tion. I ſhall therefore give a tranſcript of 
the firſt love-letter I ever received, which 
might not a little contribute to the opinion 
I &tertained of my charms, as it paints me 
in a much more beautiful form than I have 
attempted to draw mylelf. 
«© Moſt beauteous maid, 
I know not from what clime thou art 
borrowed, or whether we owe thee to celeſ- 
tial parents; but thou art certainly the 
moſt inchanting creature that eyes ever be- 
held. It is now a fortnight ſince I have 
paid attention to any other object but your- 
ſelf.—I have been all this time ſtudying to 
_ diſcover in thee ſome imperfection but 
how vain, how fruitleſs have been my en- 
_ deavours?—-— Every time I gaze, freſh 
charms ruſh upon me before undiſcovered. 
Venus and the graces are odious compa- 
riſons when you appear. For heaven's. 
uke, if you have any charity, ſtudy to make 
2 yourſelf kf handſome, or teach me ſome | 
= how 


, * 


| 1 1 

how to deſerve ſuch incomparable beauty: | 
 —Alas! what do I fay? I rave. Is it poſ- 
ſible for a wretch like me to imagine vou 
will throw away a thought NO the mi- 
ſerable. 
Lotharis.” 


This letter is wrote in the ore; held, af 
romance, and there is nothing wanting to 
make one believe that Lothario felt all the. 
anguiſh he expreſſed, but that he did not 
tag a ſingle couple t to it. A lover muſt be 
a poet by inſtinct; madrigals and ſonnets 
are the only pure language of Cytherea, 
A true lover ſhould do nothing like another 
mana ſerenade ſhould ſerve him for ſleep 
— he ſhould faſt out of paſſion—rhyme out 
of ſentiment, and die' out of fondneſs. 


What a pity it is Lothario could not tag a 1 


couplet or two; nay, had he borrowed it, 
and only ſaid, „ 7 


A gen' ral doom on all mankind i paſt, 
And all are fools and lovers firſt or laſt, 


I certainly ſhould have believed him, and 

never thought of him without ruminating 

upon his character, I mean that of a lover. 

But for a man to dangle after you from 

| 8 place to public Place, grow wan. in 
| Mens. =p 
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n at you keep time to the muſic with 
his fighs, without having the effrontery to 
tell you, © You are the fineſt woman in 


s all Chriſtendom,” though by-the-bye he 


never was out of England - but, at the end 
of a fortnight, to write you a melancholy 


ditty, and lay © I am the unhappy Lotha- 
„rio,“ does not he deſerve to be treated 
joſt in the manner I treated him that is, 
having his letter returned by the bearer, 
after having taken a copy of it? This, it 
muſt be owned, was highly neceſſary, or 
elſe how the deuce could I have remem- 
bered 1 it? 

How eaſy it is to write when one db 
bles upon a pleaſing ſubject! I have run 
through three pages, and ſcarce know 
where Jam, and I only ſet out in giving a 


.deſcription of "Miſs Maria Brown, in her 
fifteenth year. But as we have gone ſo 
far, it is time to change the ſubject, and 


think what fort of a creature this ſame 
ange Lothario might be. . 
He was a man about thirty, tall and well- 
made, ſeemed paſſionately fond of muſic, 
before he became ſo paſſionately fond of 
me. He never miſſed an opera nor an ora- 
torio, took his ſeat under the orcheſtra at 
Vauxhall, and as conſtantly placed himſelf 
next the rails 15 FRanclagh | he ſeldom! ſaun- 


. | 12 | 


X11 Fi 
tered in the Park, till I drew him from the 
Royal Exchange to St. James's in the fore- 
noon. In a word, he was an opulent mer- 
chant, and might have made an excellent 
huſband, if I had poſſeſſed more ee 
and leſs coquetry. 

When I read the letter to my aunt, ſhe 
faid the man was certainly out of his mind, 
and ſhe would by no means have any of 
her family unite with lunatics. There was 
no conſideration, ſhe added, could be equi- 
valent to bringing a race of mad folks into 
the world, and that in this reſpect it was 
full as bad as the evil. | 


"C B:A P. VIII. 


A modern character in the perſon of Dori- 
mont. His paſſions and afflictions. Maria 
is rivalled by a new-faſhioned negligee. 


HOUGH my youth and i ignorance in 
the real eſtimation of mankind pre- 
vented my thinking ſeriouſly upon ſuch 2 75 
ſuitor as Lothario, I was not inſenſible of -. 
the great eſtimation. in which I ſeemed ti 
be held by fops and danglers. My worthy + 
aunt had more reaſons than one for diſſuad- 
ing me to 8 of Lothario: though the 
d | «i: 8 5 
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advancing of my intereſt was the pretend- 
ed motive for acting upon the preſent re- 
creative plan, yet her own advantage was 
what ſhe had really at heart; and as my 
purſe bore all the weight, ſhe very judi- 


ciouſly conceived, that the ſooner I mar- 


ried, the ſooner ſhe would be precluded 
from my aſſiſtance, eſpecially if I was to 


"wed a man of ſenſe and diſcernment ſuffi- 


cient to ſee into her real deſigns : ſhe con- 
ceived if I married a beau, or a fool, he 
might be perſuaded to believe that ſhe 
had all along acted the parent's part, and 


that it would ſtill be for my advantage to 


remain under ſo good and experienced a 


tutoreſs. For theſe reaſons I never had a 


civil thing ſaid to me by the buzterflies of 
the day, but ſhe adviſed me to liſten to ſo 
genteel a man, ſo polite a perſon, ſo ele- 
gant a fellow. A girl's natural vanity and 
fondneſs of dreſs and parade are alone 
ſufficient incentives for her to conſider 
thoſe heterogeneous animals in a point of 


Tight very different from what they merit: 


the ſanction this diſpoſition received from 
my gouvernante, made me conceive I was 


in terreſtrial elyſium every time a pow- 


dered puppy told me, with an unmeaning 
face, that, I was the ſweeteſt creature be had 


er een. D 


A 


4 
ö 
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[45] 
Dorimont, that compendium of per- 


fumery, who ſpoke only to hear his own 
ſweet voice, ſmiled only to diſplay his 


dimple, and laughed only to manifeſt the 


whiteneſs of his teeth; the unmeaning, 


inſignificant, odoriferous Dorimont was a 
profeſſed ſuitor of mine; he was enamour- 
ed, becauſe it was the faſhion to be in 


love; but this paſſion never exceeded 


the bounds of the moſt inſipid delicacy, 
of the moſt unmeaning chaſtity; he 
would fain have had the world believe 
he was the happy man, but he was not 


deſirous of taking the trouble of being ſo. 
The ſummit of Dorimont's bliſs was to 


be conſidered a favourite of the Ladies. 


Did they but ſmile upon him at the play, 


or ogle him at Renelagh, oh! the happy, 
too happy Dorimont! A new toaſt no 
ſooner made her appearance, than he con- 
trived ſome method of being introduced 
to her; and he was ſure to be the firſt 
man that was ſeen with her tete-&:tEte in 
publick. All his faculties were confined 
to ſtudying the means of procuring; theſe 


deſirable ends; and it muſt be acknow- 


ledged to his credit, that his ſucceſs was 


equal to his induſtry. * 
Dorimont was a great favourite of. my 


MICKY 


THT 
aunt's; ſhe had prevailed upon him to 
believe ſhe was a very ſenſible woman, 
had ſeen much of the world, kept the 
beſt company, and had always been eſ- 
teemed for her politeneſs ' and agreeable 
.converſation. This favourable opinion 
-which Dorimont entertained of my aunt, 
made her, by a certain reciprocality. of 
ſentiment, entertain very favourable no- 
tions of Dorimont, who in her eyes was 
the accompliſhed gentleman, a perfect 
maſter of good breeding, had an excellent 
taſte for dreſs, a moſt engaging manner, 
Wi and, above all, was a complete judge of 
_ mankind. What could be more endear- 
= ing than all theſe accompliſhments in a 
_ huſband? But the misfortune was, he 
1 never opened his lips upon the. ſcore of 
matrimony, or indeed the tender paſſion, 
except it were to tell me, that he ſhould 
be the moſt miſerable wretch alive if I re- 
fuſed him the ahnen of ny: hand—to 


—— 


| 
ERenelagh. 725 
4 My aunt would fain have had him 
Wh more explicit upon theſe heads, and often 


_ urged him to come to an eclairciſſement. 
But how can a man explain his nene 
when he has none ? 


40 his pd centered in areſs, , parade 
and | 
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and vanity; he was an utter ſtranger to 
all impure ideas of carnality. He was in 
love, it is rue; but then it was not with 55 
my perſon but my negligee. He Was 
always captivated with a woman in pro- 
portion to her dreſs and I leſt my lover, 
becauſe Miſs D appeared that night 
at Ranelagh in the laſt neu- faſnioned ſilk, 
which I was not miſtreſs of. 


* 


CHAP IH: 


Maria's revenge upon Dorimont — her 
triumph. Her aunt's remonſtrances, 

I with ſome ſmall * into the cha- 
= raters of Captain * 


—, and Sir 
5 Thomas B. 3 
f 


Would readily have forgiven Miſs 
1 D-— for having made ſo valuable a 
conqueſt, had her ſucceſs been owing to 
„ber beauty, and not her dreſs; but it 
| was a mortifying conſideration to fee my- 
n ff ſighted for a bgldame that might 


RH have been my mother, without even the 
. veſtige of a good feature, as a remnant 
„of antiquated charms. I was reſolved to 
85 ſupply Dorimont's loſs, and to conyinge 
ge bim how much ſuperior I was to my rival, 
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me reſolve upon outſhining Miſs D 
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as well in dreſs as perſon: though the ex- 
Pence of a new ſack was what I could 


ill afford at this Juncture, my vanity, ſe- 


conded by my aunt's approbation, made 


the very next night ſhe appeared at Ra- 
nelagh. 

I had ſcarce entered the eee, 
before I was accoſted by two gentlemen 


with whom I had drank tea there, in 


company with Dorimont : their perſons 
and appearance were perhaps the moſt 
elegant in the place; ſo that, conſidering 
the pains I had taken to ſparkle, we made 
one of the moſt ſtriking groups in the 


place. Dorimont had accompanied Mis 


D - in her own coach; we met 
him the very firſt round, he. made a 
very low bow, and I turned my head 


aſide. He bluſhed, and looked extremely 


confuſed, but ftill imputed my inatten- 


tion to overſight ; ſo that, whilſt the next 


. ſong was ſinging, he came cloſe to me, 
and aſked me, in loud whiſper, Whe- 


ether I intended to captivate every man 


© in the place? for the very ladies ſay, 
N that you never looked ſo handſome be- 
0 fore.” I replied, © I was very much 


= * obliged to the ladies, and particularly 
Mils 


4 Miſs D-—, who was doubtleſs a very 
great judge of beauty, as ſhe had ſtudi- 
ed it ſo long.” This I pronounced 
with ſo audible a voice, that no one, 
within ſome yards, could avoid hearing; 
which produced fo general a titter, that 
poor Dorimont did not attempt to ſay any 
more bright things that evening; but 
joined Miſs D——, who had heard the 
compliment I paid her, with all imagina- 
ble precipitation. 

This triumph over that conſummate. 
coxcomb did not a little gratify my ſpleen: 
Captain T—— ſaid, he would certainly 
hang himſelf if he could muſter up cou- 
rage enough ; and Sir Thomas B— 
offered a hundred guineas to ten, that 
he would never be able to ſhew his face 
again at Ranelagh, The truth is, that 

neither Dorimont nor Miſs D were 
any more viſible that evening; and the 
next day, ſo ſtrongly did the draught ope- 
rate, a letter was publiſhed in one of the 
daily papers, remonſtrating againſt the 
ill-behaviour of certain ladies in public 
places. Captain T 
himſelf to anſwer it, and depicted in ſo 
lively a manner the character of the au- 
thor, that Dorimont was obliged to go 

Vol. I. D into 
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into the country for three months, to the 
irreparable loſs of the ladies, and the great 
. diminution of his conqueſts, to avoid being 
pointed at for the author of remonfirances 
to the ladies. 


My vanity and ſelf. importance were 


greatly magnified by theſe coquetiſh victo- 
ries, and it cannot be at all ſurprizing that 
I ſhould imagine I could at any time com- 
mand the firſt nobleman in England, if J 


ſet ſeriouſly about it; but this, I thought, 


it would be time enough to do when I had 
committed a little more ſlaughter with 
my charms. My aunt was, however, of a 

very different way of thinking; ſhe con- 

ceived that I was very much to blame not 
to bring every man, who ſaid a civil thing 
to me, to an eclairciſſement. In this reſpect 
her prudence could not be condemned, as 
ſhe foreſaw, without extending her view 
to a very diſtant proſpect, the entire anni- 
hilation of my fortune, by continuing the 


route we had now purſued for above eigh- ; 


teen months. Polly,“ ſaid ſhe to me 


one morning. do not at all approve of 4 


„carrying your ſeverity to that 5 with 
« regard to the tuen — you have ready 
{lighted above half a dozen good parties, 


« that I am pretty certain you might have 
made 
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made ſure of, had you play*d your cards 
right; you ſhould ſtrike whilſt the iron 
*:is hot; when fortune knocks, be ſure to 

« open the door. You have, by your etu- 

e elty, drove Dorimont into the country 
« that Dorimont who might have made 
e you ſo good a huſband. He was a man, 
„jf I have any judgment of the world, 
« whom you might have faſhioned to your 
« own liking; you might have made him 

think as you pleaſed, and act as yon 

« choſe ; beſides, he had a good fortune, 

and was very much of the gentleman.” 

I could not help interrupting her here: 

« Indeed, aunt, ſaid I, his fortune could 

e not be very great, or elſe he always be- 

e haved in a very ſerubby. manner; for, if 

you obſerved, he conſtantly let us pay 

% for ourſelves whenever we went to a 

public place with him; and if he accom- 

b panied us in a coach, he contrived to 

= © frame ſome excuſe for leaving us to come 

« back by ourſelves, that he might avoid 
* bearing the expence upon our return, 

« And with regard to his being very much 

i Wow the gentleman, I am ſorry to find your 

© notions of gentility are confined to n 

1 * 33 reptiles as Dorimont. -* 

Well, reſumed my aunt, it is needleſs 

D 2 - a 
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ce to talk any more about him good or 
„ bad, he is gone, and it is in vain to re- 
e pine. — But here is the Captain, who has 
* been dangling after you theſe three 
„months, and I do not find you are an 
< hour nearer bringing him to an explana- 
tion, than you were the very firſt night 
„ you met him at Ranelagh. Beſides, if 
you do not like the Captain, though to 
be ſure he is very handſome, and quite 
„the gentleman ; there is Sir Thomas 
2 „ he is rich enough to make you a | 
«+ genteel ſettlement, I warrant he would 
+ think nothing of five or ſix hundred a 
year for pin-money, keep you a ſedan, a 
man out of livery for yourſelf, and every 
*< thing you could defire;—then you might 
be of ſome little ſervice to your friends 
ee that wiſh you well, without hurting your- 
, ſelf.” . But, dear aunt, ſaid I, interrupt- WF 
ing her, can I force the men to explain 
e themſelves? I ſhould have no manner of 
d objection to the Captain, but I am afraid 3 


j be has got little more than his pay. A 
1 to the Knight, to be ſure, I ſhould like 
„ him above all things; a title is What 
<6 ous always aimed at; but he has never 
yet ſo much as hinted at matrimony—andi 
1 « aſe all, lam w_ but very young. I maj 
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perhaps meet with Bause better than 

« either of theſe When we had got 
thus far in our dialogue, we were inter- 
rupted by a rat-tat at the door, and a ſe- 
dan chair, from whence iſſued a gentleman 
who had done me the honour of his hand 


| the night before, ata private ball, and who 
; now did me the honour of waiting ag 
a me to tea. 
- : 
4 C. HA N 
d Some account of Maria's new lover. The 
2 advances he makes, and her behaviour 
29 thereupon. A dialogue of courtſhip, 
ry 7 very proper to be read by all young la- 
kit : dies, who think they why ever be in the 
ds = ſame ſituation. 
Pl R Fitzherbert, my preſent viſitor, 
a was a native of Ireland ; but he 
of = had entirely diveſted himſelf of any pecu- 
ald larity in his diſcourſe or pronunciation, 
25 which moſt frequently diſtinguiſh the na- 
118 tives of that country. He was about five 
oh and twenty years of age, tall, genteel, and 
MY handſome ; he paſſed for a man of very 
ar conſiderable fortune, and preſumptive heir 
wo to a Coronet. Such recommendations as 
hel = D 3 „„ 
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theſe could: not fail having their influence 
over me, more eſpecially as he ſeemed: by 
nature deſtined to: charm our ſex : he had 
the happy art of always pleaſing in conver- 


ſation, of ſuiting his diſcourſe to his com- 


pany, and ever furniſhing ſomething new | 
and entertaining: but though theſe talents 
in general company made him conſtantly 


agreeable and defired, they were greatly 


eclipſed when put in competition with his 
tEte-a-tete converſations, when he ſeemed 


to unite every thing that could charm and 


dehghr—he applauded without the appear- 
ance of flattery—he captivated without ap- 
pearing emulous of conqueſt. | 
Such. then was Mr. Fitzherbert, who 
now paid me his firft viſit, which was very 
ſhort, but which was very ſoon: repeated, 
and which from being ceremonial ſoon be- 
came familiar. He would drop in at break- 
faſt, take a dinner, and ſometimes ſtay to 


.. ſupper he ſecmed to look upon himſelf I 


already as one of the family, and took 
every opportunity of declaring his friend- 
ſhip : but ſtill not a word of love occurred ; 
it was full two months before he opened 
his lips upon this theme : 1 almoſt diſpair- B 
ed that he would ever declare himſelf, 


when one afternoon, whilſt he was ſicting 
by 


DE < - o IS 
5 8 e A I 1 
1 W 9 5 


3 BEM . Wh l 
- * Pe No 4 * 
* 
5 1 


TE 
by me, and I was at work, he broke forth: 
=o a ſigh, which I could not help relpond® i 
ing to, though at the ſame time I aſged 

him the cauſe of his grief. My dear W 
« ſaid he, why do you aſk me ſo perplexing 
«.a queſtion ? At this very time I am the 
happieſt man in Europe that ſigh did 
not flow from grief, but from Joy, which 
could be no otherways expreſſed,” —** In- 
„ deed, I replied, it is very extraordinary. 

A that joy ſhould demonſtrate itſelf in ſo 
very doleful a manner.” “ But pray, 
« Miſs, ſaid he, interrupting me, upon - 
„ what occaſion. did you give vent to ſome 
<« diſcontent, if ſuch muſt be the cauſe of” i 
** fighing??* This queſtion did not a little 
diſconcert me; however, I had preſence f 
mind: ſufficient to ſay, That my father, 
* who was one of the tendereft parents, 
juſt then came into my head. Upon 
„my word, replied he, haſtily, 1 mould ra- 
ther have imagined you had been thinks - 
< ing of a lover.” In ſaying this he caught 
hold of my hand, and kiſſed it with Sen | 
rapture. . 3 
My aunt entered at this inſtant, which 1 3 
was very glad of, as it ſaved me ſome con- 4 
fuſion, though my face was pretty well co 
vered with bluſhes. Tea was now pre-. 
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. and we had no opportunity of coming 
To any farther explanation that afternoon.” 

The next day, however, he took an op- 
e of waiting upon me in the ab- 
ſence of my aunt. My dear life, ſaid he, 
jn entering, I am come to make a tender 
« to you of a virgin heart, that has not yet 
„been caught within the wiles of love— 
* will you accept of it with as much er 
xity as Toffer it? 


Upon my word, Sir, ſaid L you quite 


*« aftoniſh me with ſuch a declaration, Ido 
& not know what anſwer to make.” 
e Shall I dictate to you, reſumed he, 


4 only ſay that you accept of my offer, and 


J am completely happy. I will not pre- 


tend to aſk your's in return; that would 
_ © be too much preſumption, till ſuch time 


« as I have, in your opinion, merited it.“ 
Indeed, Sir, I replied, you talk to me 
in a language that I am an utter ſtranger 


to- this may be very faſhionable and 


elegant, but to an innocent, ignorant girl 
< like me, it is abſolutely thrown away up- 
er.“ 
% Oh! my Maria, ſaid he, if you treat 
< me in this coquettiſh manner, Jam quite 
« undone: lay aſide that vanity and inſo- 
66 # lence of your ſex, and be a rational crea- - 
; 2% tire; 
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e ture Do you conſider that I am this 
«© moment upon the rack, and that every 
« evaſion you make is but an additional 
« torture? He uttered theſe laſt words 
with ſo much ſeeming ſincerity, and accom- 
panied them ſo opportunely with a flood of 
tears, that I could not refrain joining con- 
cert in his affliction, 

When I had ſomewhat recovered my- 
ſelf, and wiped away the tears I endea- 


voured to hide, What would you aſk of 


* me.? ſaid I” © Only whether or not 
« you completely hate me?“ he replied. 
If it will give you any ſatisfaction, I an- 
e ſwered, to tell you I do not, that I rea- 
« dily will.” But, ſaid he, do you think 
« you could prevail upon yourſelf to con- 


ceive one favourable thought in my be- 


half.“ J have no reaſon, ſaid I, to en- 


© tertain any other. But then, ſaid he, 


taking hold of my hand gently, do you 


W < think I might ever ſhare any part of your 
| © eſteem ? Indeed, Sir, I replied, I 5 6 
every gentleman that behaves as ſuch.” 


* So then, ſaid he, I find I only pape N 
ein general the benevolence you extend 
©toall mankind—Do you think I can ne- 


« yer hope to engage one ſmall quarter of 


-, Jour heart, after J have ſo frankly. 
3 3 5 * „ wache 
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8 * yielded you all mine?“ Indeed, Sir, 
t is difficult, I faid, for me ſo young to 
Judge of my future ſentiments; but I 
* muſt acknowledge I like you as well as 
„any gentleman I. ever ſaw. “ Then, 
„ my angel, ſaid he, you have made me 
&* happy; if J have no rival, I may hope, 
* by perſeverance, and a full demonſtrati- 

on of the extent of my pathon, to merit: 
. 5 ſome particular regard in your eye.“ 
This was the ſubſtance of this conver-- | 
ſation; and he left me, after having made 
the moſt ſolemn declaration, that never 
yet had any female made the leaſt im- 

« preſſion upon his heart, but that he found 
* the complete conqueſt was left for me, 
M hoſe tranſcendent charms no man 7 
dare refift.” 
Upon my aunt's return, ſhe was very 
'inquilitive to know; what had paſted be- 
tween me and Mr. Fitzherbert, and whe- | 
ther he had yet come to any terms? whe- 
ther he had yet appointed the day for our 
nuptials ?: but above all, Whether 38 
yet made me any preſent? I told her, i 
anſwer, that he had ſaid many civil thing | 
to me; but that they were ſuch as every | 
pretty woman ought to expect from a man 
Math whom * is tete · a · tete. This infor- | 

| | mation 
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for ſhe ſaid I Should now profit if the oppor- 


| his. converſation on the ſcore of love... = 


| 120 5 
mation was no way ſatisfactory to my aunt; 8 


tunity before his paſſion cooled, as he might 
perhaps meet with ſome. other that he 
might think handſomer, or like better. 1 
did not pretend to diſpute with her any of 
theſe points, though in my opinion T fan- 
cied I had ſo perfectly rivetted him, that 
there could be no danger of a rival. | 

T retired early to reſt, yet I got but very 
little-ſleep that night; ] ſcarce cloſed my |. 
eyes for reflecting upon what Mr. Fitzher- 
bert had ſaid to me. I found he had made 
a complete conqueſt of my heart; and yet 
there was ſomething miſgave me, that he 
did not mean honourably by me; and I was : 
reſolved to have an explanation from him 
of this matter, . the firſt 'time he renewed... 


CH A ON ** 
The rupture between Maria and Mr. Fitz-- | 
herbert, his letter upon the occaſion, 
their reconciliation, the approach of their 


nuptials, and the preparation ſhe makes. | 


Y lover was as conſtant: to his his: C 
1 the dial to the ſun, . 


Along i bent eas WES 
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le renewed dls . and preſſed 
41 me hard to make a tender of my heart, 


| 5 and I plucked up courage enough to aſk 


— 
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him upon what terms ? The moſt honuor- 


able in the world, he replied.” Why, 


then, Sir, ſaid I, you may take what ſteps 
Jou pleaſe to convince me of your ſinceri- 
ty. He ſeemed ſomewhat diſconcerted at 


* this unexpected reply, and during the reſt 


of his vifit the converſation turned entirely 
upon indifferent things. The next day, 
* however, he renewed the ſubject of his paſ- 


1 bon, ſaying, that now he was the happieſt 


man in the world, and that he conſidered 


me already as his better part, “for after 
| $2.0 mutual conſent, ſaid he, all the reſt is 


mere ceremony.” —* How, Sir, ſaid I, 
4 do you look upon the holy inſtitution of 
„ marriage as mere ceremony, that may be 


& diſpenſed with whenever our inclination 
© may prompt us to conſider it in that 


light?“ My dear, ſaid he, read (crip- 
ce ture, and you will ſee our fore-fathers 
* conſidered it entirely in this light, and I. 
e do not ſuppoſe we can pretend to be bet- 
* * ter than them; beſides, ſaid he, there 
e are ſo many obſtacles now to ſurmount, 
« and ſo many. diſagreeable ſteps to be 


7 Taken, lince tbe marriage · act has 32 


* 


= 1 
« ſed, that all ſenſible people are tines Þ 
ly of opinion that. it is only putting ſo- * 3 
«© much money in the prieſt's pocket, to- 
„ publiſh- three weeks before hand to al! 
« the pariſh, that on ugh a night a girl is 5 
* to loſe her virginity.” - 
His converſation did not a little alarm: _ 
me, and ] left him in an abrupt manner, . 
ſaying, that ſince I found he and I differed > 
ſo much in eſſentials, it was time we ſhould 
_ diſcontinue our acquaintance. He would 
fain have prevented my going, but all his 
efforts were ineffectual, and I retired to my, 
chamber, where I gave a full vent to my 
grief in a flood of tears. My aunt found 
me in this ſituation, and deſired to know- 
the reaſon ; to this I anſwered in general, 
IH thatI believed Mr. Fitzherbert had no go] 
1 intentions towards me: ſne aſked me if he 
1 had offered me any rudeneſsꝰ To this 1 
: replied in the negative; but added, I was 
certain, by the tenor of his diſcourſe, that 


4 he had no deſign of making me his wife. 
| _Whitſt we were thus canvaſſing Mr. Fitz- 


herbert's late behaviour, a chairman 
brought a letter from him, which he had 
vritten at an adjacent coffee-houſe, and 


which Was ny: to the » purport. 
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__ My dear Milz, 


„J am ene ſorry that you ſhould- 
have taken any thing amiſs which occur- 
„ red in our converſation: this afternoon: 
« if you form any bad opinion of me there- 
f from you are much to blame, for what I 

= <« fid 1 did not deliver as my ſentiments, 
„but what might be urged upon the oc- 
caſion by any indifferent perſon. I beg 
* you will not think me any way culpable 
for uttering what accidentally eſcaped 
from me. without the leaſt deſign of 
« diſpleaſing. If I have, however, of- 
1 fended you, preſeribe the terms of my . | 

«atonement, and I wall readily ſubmit to 

them A general recantation of my er- 

6“ rors, if you are of opinion that | ever a- 

„ dopted any, I am very ready to make, 

and to aſſure you by the moſt ſolemn of 

£-yows how much I am, and more than it 

Hi Poſſible for words to expreſs, | 


My dear angel, 
* Your moft devoted ſervant.” 
' Off houſes *G. Firburtert,” | 
75 10 eee 
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row to be able to peruſe-this epiſtl6 s unt“ 
my aunt, to whom ] conſigned. it, having- 
put on her ſpectales, read it ad but not- 
without making comments upon every- 
paſſage, and concluding the whole with 
ſaying, © This man can never mean aught- 


but honourable, for you have it under 


e his hand, ſo that you need be under no 4 
„ apprehenſions.“ | 5 
In this manner did my diſcerning aunt 
buoy me up with hopes, and prevail upon 
me to readmit his viſits, though I was very» 


far from being convinced- of the ſincerity. 


of his intentions from this letter. 

He appeared with ſeeming great contri- 
tion in his countenance upon his next viſit, .. 
ſaying, „he was convinced: he had been 
in the wrong in aſſerting what he had 
done, but that they were far from his ſen- 
e tments upon that ſubject, as he would'i 
c have convinced me if I had given him 
time; but that. I bounced away from 
ce him in ſuch a hurry, and in ſuch a heat, 
<« that there was no ſuch. thing. as ſetting 
* any thing to rights.“ 

I told him in return, * that I was very 


glad to find he was not of that way of 


thinking, and that it was upon that con - 


2 <- kderation S that gdmirted bim 8 5 . 
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ce to viſit me, as what he ſaid muſt have a- 
<« Jarmed. every woman of a virtuous diſ- 
Ninco. who paid the leaſt regard to a 

« gentleman's addreſſes.” 
In this manner was our reconciliation 
brought about, my aunt obſerving in her 
uſual trite proverbial ſtyle, © that the quar- 
« rel of lovers was the renewal of love.” 
Things appeared now to go on ſwimmingly; 
he ſaid he ſhould procure a ſpecial licence, 
and abſolutely fixed upon a day for our 
nuptials. My time was employed in pre- 
- paring my. bridal cloaths, and I ſpared no 
expence upon the occaſion, as I thought it 
would be paying my huſband a compliment 
to appear as elegant as poſſible in quality 
in F axperkert. 


Wo H AE. XII. 
She is perſuaded againſt her inclination to 
go with Fitzherbert to a ball takes her 
do a tavern near Soho they wait for the 
company, who never come repeated 
expedients are uſed to prevail upon her 
to ſtay—He puts laudanum into her li- 
quor, which brings on an involantary 
_ Nleep, when he e her * her vir 
ty, Re. 
. ein 5 ww Whilſt 


— 
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HILS T things were in this fit tuati- 
on, he came one afternoon in a 
great hurry, and told me he had received 
from a friend of his two tickets for a ball, 
which was to conſiſt of nothing but the 
genteeleſt and moſt elegant company, par- 
ticularly of the female kind, otherwiſe he 
would not propoſe the party to me. I had 


been running about all that day from mil- 
liners to mercers, and from mercers to 
mantua-makers, and was ſo fatigued that 
the thoughts of dancing were ſufficient to 
make me reſolve upon retiring to reſt: I 
therefore pleaded this excuſe, and begged 
he would compliment ſome other lady with 
his ticket and his hand ; but he could not 
think of ſuch a thing as long as I was in 
being, and intreated me not to refuſe him 
ſo ſmall a favour. I ſtill perſevered, how- 
ever, in not going, till my aunt joined in 
perſuaſion with him, and made uſe of all 
the arguments in her power, whiſpering to 
me that I ſhould not refuſe Mr, Fitzher- 
bert any reaſonable requeſt, as things were at 
s preſent ſituated. This laſt argument had 
more force than all the reſt, and at lengtli 
much againſt my inclination, I agreed o 

accompany him. 
Pan our arrival at the place where the 
3 ball, 


106] 
ball was-fixed upon, he inquired of the 
waiter for ſeveral gentJemen by name, and. 
was anſwered they were not yet come, fo 
that we were ſhewn into a room to wait 
for their arrival. Though this was the 
firſt time in my life that I was ever in a ta- 
vern with a man alone, I had not the leaſt 
apprehenſions of danger, as F conſidered 
myſelf at preſent with no other than my 
huſband; ſo that T readily conſented to 
drink. a glaſs of wine, and appeared as 
chearful as the occaſion required. - 

An hour elapſed in this manner, before 
any of our expected companions arrived, 
and ] began to teſtify ſome apprehenſions 
that we ſhould be diſappointed, and to ſig- 
nify that it were better we returned; but 
he appeared very. poſitive there could be 

no diſappointment, as the perſons who had 
invited him were to be at all the expence, W 
which aroſe from ſome wagers that had 
been loſt in that houſe a ſew evenings be- 
fore, and that the money was already de-. 
poſited| in the landlord's hands. Befides, 

0 added he, if they do not come, I think 

1 we have a right to partake of the regale 

4 for the trouble we have taken.” [ 

= This laſt aſſertion I did not altogether f 

= admire, as] imagined it looked as if he was 

/ Already 


* 
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already reconciled to a ſupper without a 


dance, and I now preſſed him more than 


ever to go: he repeatedly rung the bell to 

- mquire if any of the gentlemen were come 

yet, and he was conſtantly anſwered } in the 
negative. 


We had already drank a bottle of cham- 


paign, and I began to find my head ſome- 


what giddy, which made me reſolutely re- 
fuſe touching another glaſs, though he 


greatly unportuned me; and F ordered the 


waiter to call me a coach, as I was fearful 


my giddineſs might increaſe. 
Some expedient was now neceſſary to 
make me ſtay; the waiter returned, and 


ſaid there was never a coach upon the 


ſtand ; I then ordered a chair, but the fame 
difficulty preſented itſelf in this reſpect, 


and 1 found myfelf under the diſageeable 


neceſſity of either walking home, in the 
midſt of a heavy rain, dreſſed as I was, or 


ſtaying till ſuch time as the waiter thought: 
Proper to procure a Conveyance. 


Whilſt J remained in this diſagreeable 


fituation a card was brought Mr. Firzher- 


bert, intimating that one of the ladies who- 
was to have been preſent, was taken fud- 
denly ill, and that the dance was poſtponed: 


till another een This meſſage 
had 


& 
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had its deſired effect, I began to pity the 
lady, though I knew nothing of her, and 
was eaſily perſuaded to be ſeated, when an 
elegant cold collation coming in, Mr. Fitz- 
herbert inſiſted upon my eating, ſaying, 
& it would do my head good,; and in 
this expectation I eat a wing of a fowl, 

and drank ſome ſmall beer. 

Supper was ſcarce taken away. before 
ſuch an uncommon drowſineſs came over 
.me, as I never before experienced, all my 
endeavours to keep awake were ineffectual, 
and in a few minutes I was overwhelmed 
with fleep——O! that this had been the 
ſleep of death, never to have waked again 
— But, alas! I was brought back to life 
and ſhame by the cruel efforts of this per- 
fidious man, to rob me of woman's moſt 
precious jewel! 

The ſoporific draughts which he ſo trea- 
cherouſſy impoſed upon me, had now loſt 
their force— the ſituation I was in too ſen- 
fibly affected me to let even laudanum o- 
Pperate— my ſcreams, my outcries, were all 
in vain— the deed was done, and it was 
but little conſolation to upbraid him with 
the appellations of villain, monſter, and 
barbarian! He threw himſelf at my feet, 
and proteſted ” net, he had ſtruggled: a- 

| " goin 
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* pairift nature, reaſon became too weak— 


<« that I was ſo inchantingly beautiful as 1 A 
« flumbered, that*an anchorite might have 


been pardoned for his crime. Beſides, 
c continued he, my dear Maria, are you 
„“ not my wife, will not eight and forty 
« hours conſecrate you mine by all laws 
% human and divine? I have but juſt taſted 
&« of that delicious fruit, which has given 
« a greater edge to my appetite, and I ſhall 
think every moment an age, till the de- 
„ Jectable banquet is ſerved in form.“ 
Tears were now my only reply, whilſt 
he endeaveured by every ſophiſticated ar- 
gument to perſuade me that he was infi- 
nitely more enamoured with me than ever. 
Tour face, he ſaid, it is true, has irreſiſ- 
« tible charms but thoſe beauties which 
* I have juſt explored, are what moſt emi- 


<* nently intitle you to a ſuperiority over 
< the reſt of your ſex — 

„Where am I] ſurely paradiſe is round me! 
© Sweets planted by the hand of heav'n grow here, 
And every ſenſe is full of thy perfection. 
To hear thee ſpeak might calm a madman's phrenzy, 
Till by attention he forgot his ſorrows. 
Io touch thee that's heaven. but to enjoy thee, 9 

1 O! thou nature's whole perfection in one piece, 

| 8 “Sure in framing thee heav'n took unuſal care, | uy 2 


Like it's on beauty it deſign'd thee fair, A. 5 5 
- * And form'd thee by the belt loy'd angel there. 
8 + Pardon 


* 
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< Pardon my rapture, my life, but no- 
'P thing but the words -of that inimitable 
„poet could expreſs the amazing ſenſati- 


< ons I have juſt felt. 


CHAP. XII. 


Maria is prevailed upon to acquieſce to his 
intreaties, by the ſolemn promiſes he 


makes of marriage. Her diſappoint- 
ment the effect it has upon her health. 


T was near three in the morning before 
we returned, but the hour gave my 
aunt no ſuſpicion of what had paſſed ; and 
he had ſo completely perſuaded me, that 
it was for my honour and future happineſs 
to keep it an entire ſecret, that I was reſol 
ved not to divulge it. He returned next 
day, and brought me a ring, which he 
told me would unite us for ever; he put 
it on, „and now, ſaid he, my angel, 1 
hope you are perſuaded of my ſincerity 
“ — All your apprehenſions muſt now va- 
niſn, as I hereby declare you my wife in 
* the face of heaven and earth; and to- 
% morrow's ſun ſhall witneſs my: VOWS be- 
fore the altar.“ 
I muſt own that he uttered this with ſo 
8 much 
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nav ſolemnity, and appeared ſo perfectly 


bleſſed with what had paſled the preceding 
night, that he, at length, perſuaded me, 
there could be no crime in the repetition. 


Here, perhaps, in the eyes of the ſeru- 
pulouſly virtuous, I was an acceflary to his 
guilt; and though I might before have con- 
{cientioully pleaded his treachery, for hav- 
ing robbed me of my virginity, as I now 
voluntarily made a ſacrifice of my. chaſtity, 
can no longer urge my innocence, or 
claim protection at the altar of virtue. But, 


alas! when it is conſidered that I was now 
entirely at his mercy, and that methought _ 
8 prudence told me I ſhould not take any 


ſtep that might give him the leaſt diſguſt; 
T imagined it would be acting contrary to 
my intereſt, and that I ſhould in ſome mea- 
ſure be inſtrumental in my own ruin, if 1 
refuſed him any thing heaſked.—The rea- 
| ſoning of a girl of ſeventeen upon ſuch an 
occaſion, added to the importunity of a 
man poſſeſſed of every artifice to impoſe 
upon our ſex, might eafily induce me to 
throw off any farther reſerve to him who 
had already obtained the firſt fruits of en- 


W joyment. 


Every eitdrinſdanes united to | Gi his 1 


deſign. N aunt was ons: to marker, 
and 


n 


this ſituation when my aunt rapped at the 


ment, and gave me a long, and, at preſent, 
very tedious account of her marketing, and 


miſed to come at eight next morning, and 


| ſuch a variety of thoughts forced them- ; 
ſelves upon me, which cauſed a perturba- 


to dawn, I roſe and dreſſed myſelf, and be- 


172 
and had taken the maid with her, ſo that 
there was not a ſoul in the houſe but he 
and myſelf ;—he found me in my deſha- 
bile, before I had put on my ſtays, and he 
followed me into my bed- chamber, whilſt I 
was ſtill at my toilet, and where I could 
not plead even the danger of rumpling the 
bed, for it was not yet made. 

He caught me in his arms, and, almoſt 
drowning me with kiſſes, threw me upon 
the bed, whilſt, in a kind of trance, I gran- | 
ted all he could deſire: we were till in 


door, and I had ſcarce time to adjuſt my 
cloaths in fuch a manner as to give her no 
ſuſpicion, before ſhe came into my apart- 


the preparations ſhe had been A to 
14; 40A my nuptials.' ; 
Upon his departure that evening, he pro- 


accompliſh what he had fo ſolemnly vowed. 
Sleep never approached my eyes that night; 


tion of mind that would let me no longer : 
remain in bed. As ſoon! as Aurora began 


San 


1 


gan to make ſuch preparations as were ne- 


ceſſary for the expected awful event; ever 


inſtant ſeemed a year till eight o'clock 


ſtruck ;—but when that hour was paſled, . 


each moment now increaſed my fears, and 


I would gladly have recalled even thoſe te- 


dious inſtants to have been, Pong of « &- 
qual hope. 


Nine, ten, eleven, twelve, all 53 but 
no Mr. Fitzherbert appeared. I now. loft 


all patience, and diſpatched a meſſenger to 
his chambers in the temple, to inquire the 
IF reaſon: the porter returned, without being 
able to ſee any body, or Wake an body 


all his treachery at once blazed before me, 
and I threw myſelf ppon the bed deren 
d deſpair. | 

My aunt came and attempted to afford 


me ſuch conſolation as ſhe thought might 
„ alleviate my affliction ; but every argument 


hear. This was a dagger to my heart; 


dec offered, ſo little was ſhe acquainted vim 


q. dhe real ſtate of my caſe, inſtead of dimi- 
1 niſnhing my ſorrow, by far increaſed it. 
15 N «* She. bid me to diſpiſe ſuch a wretch who 


„a. had no regard for his promiſe, and ſaid, 


> ” 
* * Is 


Jer that, in her opinion, 1 had a very racks. 
* eſcape, to avoid a man of ſuch baſe dN 

x 4 * ciples.” I ſhould have thought ſo too, hack 
Vor. 0 „ 


IL BO 


her words been completely verified. — 


* nough in the world more valuable than 
„him; you have youth, beauty and virtue 


ly, who bled me, and ordered what he im- 3 
gined proper medicines for a female deep 


(deſpair reigned with ſuch unlimited ſway 
over me, that I very narrowly eſcaped with L 
my life. I was brought to ſo low a ſtate, | 13 
that I was ſcarce able to walk at the end 
ol ſix weeks; and a letter, which I recei- 
bo from my inhuman betrayer, had near) 1} 


cauſe of wy affition. 


[74] 


Forget him, ſaid ſhe, there are men e- 


«© on your ſide, which are great recommen- 
* dations; but more eſpecially the laſt, as 
< no woman that poſſeſſes it need ever to 
* deipair.” A hundred poignards darted | 1 
at once to my ſoul at this reflection, my 
tears ſtreamed with double rapidity, and 
my anguiſh was ſo great that I ſwooned, un- 
-able to . ond nature under ſo arduous 2 4 
conflict. 23 

An nber was ſent for immediate - 


ly afflicted with an hyſterical diſorder, which 
he pronounced to be my caſe. - Grief and ji 


operated as ſtrongly upon me as "ne fri 
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CHAP. XIV 


A letter ſhe receives from Fitzherbert— 
her indignation is fired at it —reſolves 
to deſpiſe and forget him re- appears! in 
publick — her hopes revive; a moſt fa- 
tal diſcovery, which blaſts all her expec- 
tations, —her aunt's behaviour upon the 
occaſion. 


HE cond day Mie I had got ten 
ſtairs, having been confined to my 
room for near ſix weeks, the poſt-man rap- 4 
ped at the door, and brought a letter di- 
rected to Miſs Maria Brown. I trembled **8 
from head to foot at the ſight of the hgand. 
which I knew to be Fitzherbert's, and had 
ſcarce power to break the ſeal; my aunt 
would willingly have ſaved me the trouble, 
but my apprehenſions left he ſhould have 
been baſe enough to hint at any thing that 
had paſſed between us to my prejudice, 
made me take the reſolution of peruſing 1 it 
myſelf. * : 


«© Miſs,” 


% You-will doubtleſs be furprized to hear mn 
from me, after fo long an abſence, and Þ 
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continued a ſilence; you have, perhaps, a 


thouſand times upbraided me with perfidy, 9 


and thoſe common accuſations your ſex are 
fo apt to beſtow upon thoſe men who are 


not filly enough to be caught in the flimſy 


- nets of artifice, which you are ſo mel) 
employed in working for us. | 

0 In a word, Madam, I found myſelf 
greatly impoſed upon, with reſpect to your 
fortune and expectancies. Your aunt, and 
yourſelf, frequently gave me to underſtand, 
that you was heireſs to a very ample for: 

tune when you came of age; whereas, ac- 
cording to the beſt information which! 
have had in the neighbourhood where you 
was born, and where your mother till re- 


* | 2 ſides, I find that your father left you only a 


few hundred pounds. This being the caſe, 
you will not think I act an ungenerous part 
in giving up all pretenſions to you, and wiſh- 
ing you all the ſucceſs your beauty and 


your merit may intitle you to. 


I am, Miſs, Tos 
Tour moſt obedient - 
.* humble ſervant, 
Cork, June 1 
2 Charles Fitzherbert. 
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What a tranſition from the extatic tranſ- 
ports which he promiſed himſelf at the de- 
letable banquet of my charms—a cold 
phlegmatic letter of bargain and ſale, wor- 
thy of a horſe-jockey in Smithfield! Such 
indifference from a man on whom I had 
fixed my heart, whom I looked upon as the 
partner of my future life, might have pray- 
ed upon my fpirits, which were ſtill great- 
ly depreſſed, had not my indignation fired 
at bs inſult—! reſolved to deſpiſe a wretch 
that could a& upon ſuch baſe, and talk up- 
on ſuch mercenary principles. TY 

I endeavoured to eraze the idea of Fitz- 
herbert entirely from my mind, and to this 
end I once more appeared in publick ; eve- 
ry one complimented me upon my recove- 
ry, and I thought I had as fair a proſpect 
as ever of making my fortune——when 
a diſcovery, which forced itſelf upon 
me, blaſted” all my hopes, and darken- 


ed all my future 45 with black deſpair. 
——1 was three months gone with child, 


before I was convinced of my pregnan- 
cy, ſo great a novice was I in affairs of 


this nature. I had no friend to whom I. . © 


dared to divulge the ſecret : my aunt's de- 
clared deteſtation againſt every flip of chal- 
tity, aſſured me, there I ſhould find no aly- 
: | E * lum; 


r : made, Aa | 


[78] 5 
lum; beſides, my influence diminiſhed in 
proportion as my ſmall fortune leſſened: 
and ſhe had ere now thrown out ſome hints 
that ſhe ſhould be obliged very ſoon to give 
up houſe-keeping, as ſhe could not pretend 
to ſupport it any longer, without ſome good 
lodgers; and that ſhe had an offer made 
her of taking care of an old gentleman's 
houſe in the country, which ſhe thought, 
in her preſent circumſtances, it would be 
very imprudent for her to refuſe. _ 
She had frequently been very inquiſitive 
into the reaſon of my eating nothing with 
my tea at breakfaſt, had put ſome queſti- 
ons to me concerning ſome monthly female 
ſecrets, and ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed at my 
frequent reachings; yet ſhe had never tax- 
ed me with the fact: but, alas! my apron- 
ſtring ſoon became too ſhort, and there 
was no hiding the cauſe. | 
Inſtead: of reading me a lecture without 
end upon the ſcore of virtue and religion, 
intermingled with ſevere reprimands and 
menaces, as I expected, ſhe ſeemed to take 
no fort of notice of the diſcovery ſhe had 
a 91 was in hopes I ſhould have 
been able to have made her connive at the 
accident, and endeavour to hide my miſ- 
kantune from the world; but when my ex- 
Ty 1 1 Fg N. 0 
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pectations were in this reſpect, raiſed to 
their higheſt pinnacle, they were ſoon. le- 
velled with the baſis of deſpair. 

She told me one morning, at breakfaſt, | 
that the houſe was let, and that ſhe ſhould 
diſpoſe of her furniture in a fortnight's 
time, and therefore gave me that notice, 
& that] might provide myſelf with an apart- 
ment in time; in ſaying this, ſhe left me 
very abruptly, to make my reflections up- 
on her conduct. 


CHAP. XV. 


Her aunt's ingratitude highly exemplified; 3 
a few ſtrictures upon that execrable 
crime. The ſtep Maria is obliged to 

take, and the approach of a critical pe- 

riod. | 


'E never cons upon 1 ſubject 
of my misfortune till the morning 
I was to leave my aunt, and repair to a 
lodging I had taken in Silver-ſtreet, Soho. 
My fortune, as the reader may imagine, 
Was at this time pretty well exhauſted, —it 
conſiſted of exactly five guineas ; the aſſiſt- 
ance I had given her, during my reſidenee 5 
with her, might very well have intitle me 
to ſome ſhare of the 0 which aroſe from 
E ** >a the. 
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the fale of the goods, which ſhe was this 
very day to receive; but, in order to pre- 
vent my grafting any hopes upon that foun- 
dation, ſhe made me the following exhorta- 
tory-and edifying diſcourſe. 

L have never yet upbraided you with 
* your infamy, though it has been ſhock- 


* ing to my light for ſome months, and has, 


jn a great meaſure, induced me to take 


the ſtep I now do of diſpoſing of my 


goods to pay my debts, and retire into 
the country. But now that I am going 
“to leave you, and ſhall perhaps never ſee 
you again, I think it is time for me to ſay 
< a few words to you. After the ſhame 
and diſhonour you have brought upon 
*© yourſelf, you cannot expect that any of 
* your friends or relations can look upon 
* you; I ſhould be frightened out of my 
« ſenſes at the thoughts of your calling me 
„ gunt a month's hence, when all the world | 
* -muſt be convinced of your proſtitution. 
“ There is nothing left for you to do, 
“ but to go and hide yourſelf in ſome 
„ corner of the world, where no. body 
* knows you, that u may be no farther 
« a, diſgrace io your Telations ; and when 
« you have got rid of that ſhameful bur- 
6 den, \ write to the Abbeſs of KW convent 
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« at Douay, and endeavour to be re ad- 
« mitted, that you may, by a life of exem- 

„ plary piety, endeavour to atone for thoſe 
deadly ſins you have been guilty of. As 
« to me, you know my circumſtances, it is 

„ not in my power to aſſiſt you, if I would. 

« Beſides, I ſhould think it a very great ſin 
© to encourage vice. Lou are a ſcandal 
< to religion, honour, and decency ; and 
e therefore never apply to me, or expect 
© to hear from me any more.“ 

Ingratitude is certainly the native off. 
ſpring of Satan, it could be engendered in. 
none but an infernal breaſt; it is an epi- 
tome of all the crimes mankind can be 
guilty of: yet it grows and thrives in every 
ſoil—all profeſſions adopt it each ſex prac- 
tiſe it.. If. there is ſome particular curſe a- 
bove deſtined for the puniſſiment of ſuper- 


ative villainy, this muſt be the object! 
After having expended my ſmall fortune 


in ſupporting ſuch a monſter, ſhe caſts me, 
in my greateſt diſtreſs, upon the world, 
without the ability of any way ſupporting 
myſelf, Nay, not only this, but ſhe in- 
forms all my acquaintance of what ſhe has 
WJ diſcovered, and writes to all my relations, 
dae give them the ſame 1 intimation, that 95 


Fg 
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«my, ike opinion, exculpate her barba- 
us Sonduct. 

After ſuch an harangue, there required 
but little ceremony to take leave of ſuch a 
monſter. I turned upon my heel, and left 
her to the ſtings and adders which ſhe en- 
geenqred in her own breaſt. 

T be gentlewoman at whoſe houſe I had: 
taken a lodging, was one of thoſe good-na- 
tured phant fort of women, who can con- 
form themſelves to any thing: though ſne 
perceived I was pregnant, ſhe aſked me no 
queſtions either concerning my marriage, 

or my huſband. This was a very agreeable 
circumſtance to me, for I was very fearful, 
left, by her inquiſitive interrogations, I 
might have been obliged to come to ſuch 
an explanation as would have greatly diſ- 
concerted me, and . my having 
any future ſociety with her. 

For near two months, then, I paſſed my 
time tolerably.agreeable with my landlady, 
though 1: was.. not at times without ſome 
very mortifying reflections at the ſilence my 

| mother obſerved, notwithſtanding I had 

= wrote her ſeveral letters. At the end of 

1 this period I found my money all gone, 2 

1 myſelk very near my time. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Aeg her landlady with her ſituation 
and diſtreſs—who procures her a ticket 
for the lying in hoſpital—is delivered 
there her child dies. Her acquain., 
tance with Mrs. F reemantle, and her af- : 


fecting ſtory. - 


-- 


T was in vain now to make a ſecret to 
my landlady of my preſent ſituation; 
ſhe, .in ſome meaſure, anticipated the ne- 
ceſſity I was under of diſcloſing my mind. 
She obſerved to me, without any fort of 
ceremony, that it was high time, if I had 
not already done it, to prepare ſome child- 
bed linen, for that, it ſhe judged right, 1 
muſt be very near my time. I was very 
well convinced of the rectitude of her ob- 
ſervation; but in my preſent ſituation I was - 
unable to follow her advice. As I had 
found her ſo good a fort of woman, I re- 
ſolved to diſcloſe my mind, and tell her the 


truth. She ſaid, if that was the caſe, ſne 
believed ſhe could make intereſt for me to 
get into the lying: in hoſpital, where I ſhould - 
be at no expence ; and ſhe Ns. Ee: 7288 
8 me a ticket. 3 
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1 was very well received there, conſider - 
ing it was an hoſpital; but, notwithſtand- 
ing the care and attention of the doctors, 
the child died the third: day after its birth; 
which was occaſioned; no doubt by my ill- 


neſs immediately after my pregnancy, and 


the ſucceeding ny of mind Ilaboured 
under- | 
Whilſt I remained in the hoſpital, I tad: 


ſafficient time to ruminate upon my paſt 


follies, the treachery and deceit of man and 
woman kind: however, my diſagreeable 
moments were in ſome meaſure alleviated 


by the acquaintance I here made with an 
agreeable woman, who was come upon the 
Tame errand as myſelf; but whoſe hiſtory 


was, in many reſpects, very different from 
mine: ſhe had ſomething in her ſo ex- 
tremely engaging, that I could not help be- 
ing highly prepoſſeſſed in her favour, and 

very deſirous of being acquainted with her 


ſtory, which ſtie entertained me with one 


day when we were all alone; and it made | 
ſo great an impreſſion on me, that I can 


ftll remember many particulars of it. 


My father, ſaid ſhe, was a wealthy 
"# farmer in the county of Eſſex, who had 
e four daughters and a ſon; of the former 


* 8 Imade one. We were brought 2 
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«up in a manner ſuitable to our ſtation 


my mother deſigning her daughters for. 
good houſe- wives, and her fon for an 
* honeſt farmer. 


4 French, to dance, nor fine needle-work; 


We were neither taught · 


« ſo that we retained all the ruſtieity of our 
« ſtation. when we arrived at years of ma- 


<« turity. 


F was in my eighteenth. year, 


hen a. gentleman who was upon a viſit 
«to the ſquire, took a Walk one morning, 


© into our yard, and ſpoke to me whilſt L. 


* was churning :. he aſked me ſome queſ- 
tions concerning poultry, and I anſwered, 


* him with all the genuine ſimplicity of a 
«+ country-laſs.- I had, at that time, nothe. - 


“ moſt diſtant. notion of love, nor could I 


„ concetve © 


that 


he entertained . any 


* thoughts of me upon that ſcore. _ How-- 
« ever, the next day I received a letter from 
|. © him, couched in ſuch a ſtile that I could- 
« ſcarce underſtand; yet I comprehended. 
_ * enough to know he meant a great many. 
fine compliments upon my. perſon and. 
good houſewifery, which, he ſaid, he 
thought the greateſt commendation. in a 


« wife. This letter threw. me into the ut- 


* moſt. perplexity, as he ſtrongly preſſed 
me to make him ſome anſwer; and be- 


— 


4 | 
-. ides my ignorance of writing in a 8 
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«ner proper for ſuch a fine gentleman to 
« read, I conceived it would be very for- 
ce ward and improper for a girl of my years 
eto attempt ſuch a thing. I was rumina- 
ting upon this matter, when I ſaw him 
% approach our houſe ; I ran as hard as poſ- 
e ſible, and locked myſelf into the pantry. 
From my ambuſh I heard him aſk for 
my father, and I was now more terrified 
l leſt he ſhould diſcover to him that he 
sd had wrote me a letter, which I had not 
= © acquainted my mother with. After he 
wu as gone, my father called me up, and 
| 00 * told me, if I was a good girl 1 ſhould 
We a ſilk gown at Eaſter; but that I 
. muſt ſay nothing to my ſiſters about it: 
5 this information could not fail puzzling 
eme more than all the reſt, and I was 
upon the rack to know what had paſſed. 
«between the gentleman and my father. 
The next morning my mother took me 
* aſide, and aſked me, with very good na- 
4 ture in her countenance, if I had not. 
« ſeen a ſtrange gentleman come to my 
father the day before? I anſwered, Ves. 
Why then, ſaid ſhe, how ſhould. you like 
« him for a huſband ꝰ 1told her, I 9 
not tell; but that he ſeemed to my very 


e man. Why look ye, conti- 


* Rl 


.: TW7 - WV 
nued ſhe, © he has been talking to your-fa-- 
«ther about you, and has made ſuch pro- 

*« poſals as cannot be refuſed; if you have 
« no diſlike to him. At this information 
« my little heart fluttered to that degree- 
that I was: unable to make her any an- 
« ſwer; but the colouring and perplexity 
«ſhe conceived was in, made her very” 
« readily and juſtly conclude, that my mo- 
e deſty prevented my. anſwering her in a: 
© manner agreeable to my thoughts; ſo 
« that ſhe left me, ſaying, Well, I ſhall 
„bring you together, and then you _ 
«« ſettle it between you.“ She was as 
“good as her word, for the very next af- 
« ternoon the gentleman paid me a viſit in 
„form, and we were left together. He 
then ſaid to me ſo many tender and a- 
** greeable things, that I do not recollect 
half of them at preſent; but the ſub- 
* ſtance of them was, that he ſhould be 
the happieſt man upon earth, if I would 
vouchſafe to give him my hand in mar- 
« riage. Though my baſhfulneſs- pre- 
« vented me giving him an anſwer which. . 
my innocence would have dictated; he 
« conſtrued my ſilence into conſent, and, 3 
- ping. me in his 9 he gave a thous - 

25 and 
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and kiſſes which ſeemed the ſweeteſt I 
<« ever knew in my life. This gentleman, 
„ whoſe name and ſituation in life I was by 
« this time acquainted. with, was Mr. 
& Freemantle4 a conſiderable merchant in 
% Coleman-ſtreet; ſo that I had reaſon to 
go down: upon my knees, and thank. 
«heaven for the great happineſs that 
« ſeemed prepared for me. We were mar- 
e ried in a very ſhort time, and continued 
«the moſt fond pair that ever heaven 
united for more than ſeven years, during 
« which time I bore him three children, 
& who are all now living. I was again'/preg- 
„ nant, when an unexpected misfortune 
% deſtroyed-all our felicity, and rendered 
me as miſerable as you now ſee me. For 
my father had unfortunately about two 
« years before met with a conſiderable loſs 
« by the murrain raging amongſt his cattle, 
and not being able to make good his pay- 
« ments, he was turned out of his farm, 
and had ſubſiſted for ſome time upon 
„Mr. Freemantle's generous aſſiſtance; 
put the calamity now was, that Mr. Free- 
7 mantle was no longer able to aſliſt him, 

I himſelf either. 


bh = Ties different failures abroad \where- 
| Gin. 
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« jn he was very deeply concerned, and 
« two at home, rendered him unable to 
make good his payments: he was de- 
« clared a bankrupt; and though his 
known good character and gonſtant up- 
&« rightneſs of conduct in buſineſs had al- 
« ways ſecured him from malice and ca- 
« lumny ; yet two of his creditors were ſo 
« malevolent that they would not ſign his 
t certificate. He went abroad, and in a 
e ſhort time died of grief, when I was in 
« the eighth month of my pregnancy; and 
the only reſource I had was this hoſpital, 
« where I have been delivered. Gt: 
HA xVIl. = El 
Some reflections upon the erroneous cuſtom 
of the world, illuſtrated with the ſketch 
of a few modern characters drawn tramp: | 
real life, 


NE might be inclined to imagine that 
our ſex had drawn upon them the 
particular vengeance of heaven, and yet.we 


could have no hand in bringing on the 


Judgment upon the city of Gomorrah ; but 5 
we ſeem to be pointed out the peculiar ob- 
ets of puniſhment, for. natural crimes, if 

| 5 _ ſuch. 
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ſuch there are. A man may live by gaming, 
be known for a proſtitute of our ſex, may 
fail in trade, and defraud his creditors ; 
nay, he may be guilty of murder, under 
certain modifications, and yet the generality 
of the world will neither deſpiſe him, nor 
diſcountenance him. On the contrary, if 
he ſhould happen to be ſucceſsful in the 
courſe of his villainy, he will be cheriſhed 
and eſteemed by thoſe who claſs themſelves 
among the honeſt and worthy. But, alas 
if we do but once deviate from the track 
delineated by cuſtom on the chart of chaſ- 
tity (which, if any, is but a ſubordinate vir- 
tue), if we attempt to paſs but one barrier 
without paying toll, or only miſtake the in- 
tended barrier, we are arraigned at the bar 
of Honour, and our reputation is pronounced 
irreparable by a jury of prudes and old 
maids! 

To illuſtrate this by examples: Jack 
Gayleſs ſtarted upon the town with a hun- 
dred pounds for his patrimony, he laid out 
two-thirds of his fortune in a uit of velvet, 
one trimmed, and a plain pompadour, halt 
a a dozen pair of ſilk ſtockings; two pair of 
point ruffles, a ſword, and Hoyle's games 
complete. He was maſter of an inſinu- 


W addreſs, he conſtantly ſacrificed his 
| ſentiments 


[ 91 J 
ſentiments to good breeding, and applaud- 


ed with a ſcringe. Jack was taken notice 


of by a man of faſhion, who introduced 


him to lady N——'s rout ; this was ſuffi- 


cient, he had cards on every hand as invi- 
tations ; by a proper change of his cloaths, 
throwing in a freſh parament, or new 
waiſtcoat, he appeared to have as great a 
variety of cloaths as any man in town; the 


world judge by appearances, and no one 


queſtioned his being a man of faſhion. 
Tho' he had the good luck to be thus 
ſpeedily initiated into the beſt company, 
he as yet derived no other advantage from 
it than wearing out his cloaths by the fric- 
tion of lace and embroidery, and having 
opportunities of ſaying civil things to the 
firſt and fineſt women in England. He 
foreſaw his deſtiny; he had now broke in 
upon the laſt ten pounds he was poſſeſſed 
of, and only to have hinted to his intro- 
ducer that he was in diſtreſs, would have 
been ſufficient to have removed all future 
regard towards him. In this dilemma he 
was upon the point of terminating a life 
that wore ſo very unfavourable a proſpect; 
he had abſolutely charged his piſtol, and 
was upon the deſperate, tremendous brink. 
of gs when a thought: entered his 
heh. head 
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head that made him defer the execution of 
this dreadful plan. He applied to the con- 


Juror, and gave him one half of his fortune, 


to teach him his dexterity. Jack was an 
apt ſcholar, and tho' he had peruſed Mr. 
Hoyle with great attention, and underſtood 
his treatiſe perhaps better than the writer 
did himſelf, he had never yet reaped any 
advantage from his knowledge; he con- 
ſtantly loſt his money, as he conſtantly held 
bad — But now the ſcene was changed, 
he had matadors at will, and ſanſprendres 
at command; he ſoon recruited his finan- 
ces, unloaded his piſtol, and is now in very 


ſenſe a real man of fortune. 


Captain H has been upon half-pay 
theſe ſeven years, he laid out all his fortune 
in the purchaſe of this commiſſion, and run 
in debt for mere ſubſiſtence, till he was taken 
notice of by Mrs. L-—, who afforded 


him full pay, and good quarters. He 
makes no ſecret of his connexion, and all 


the world is acquainted with his reſources. 
When his taylor brings him home a new 
ſuit of cloaths, he draws upon his female 
banker, and ſhe does honour to his draught; 


| his coach-maker throws the Captain and 
Chariot into her bill, and he thus drives 
_ thro" life in luxury and extravagance, with- 
7 | out 
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out any one arraigning or diſputing his ho- 
nour. His trades- people give him the beſt 
of reputations ; and his friends, who are of 
the moſt elevated fort, pronounce him a 
very honeſt fellow, 0 much of a Gen- 
tleman. - 

Dick Cone was bred a wholeſale grocer, 
he married a woman the firſt | year he ſet 
up with 10,0001. and broke the next for 
20: his wife died the third year, and his 
credit revived with his ſecond nuptials; 
five thouſand pounds, which matrimony 
again threw into his coffers, enabled him 
to open a new ſhop, and carry on trade with 
as much vigour as ever. But there is a fa- 
tality in ſome men's affairs; he failed once 
more, and once more made a compoſi tion 
of five ſhillings in the pound. Dick's pro- 
bity has never yet been called in queſtion; 
he is again eſtabliſhed in an extenſive trade 


and full credit. 
How contraſted to theſe is the fate of 
the unhappy Leonora Though ſhe has - 
been guilty of no vice, and is not ſuſcep- 
tible of a crime, ſhe is ſhunned by the wo- 
men, and laughed at by the men. She 
acted, in her opinion, upon the moſt vir- 
tuous plan a woman could purſue; ſhe. 


would liſten to no man till he offered her 
his 


[94 ] 
his hand in rhartiege : yet ſhe was as -dif. 
tant from a prude, as ſhe was different 
from a coquet; the neither attempted to 
make the men believe that the very ſight 
of them terrified her, or that every man 
who came into her company would find 
no difficulty, the firſt opportunity he had, 
of putting the queſtion : ſhe purſued the 
deſirable medium, and at length liſtened 
to a man who had all the appearance of 
making her happy. In a word, they were 
married at the Savoy chapel ; the marriage 
proved to be void by law, and ſhe has un- 
dergone all the rigour of the moſt ſevere 
ſentence upon the moſt criminal conduct. 


Poor Leonora!—But why do I pity her, 
and forget myſelf? Is not my caſe til ' 
more cruel !—— With how much __ J 
may I cry out with the author of my | 
motto, | | 


Under how hard a fate are women born? 

Prais'd to their ruin, or expos'd to ſcorn. 

If they want beauty, they of love deſpair, 
And are belieg'd like frontier towns, if fair. 


1 
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CHAP. XV. 


Mrs. Freeman's friendſhip to Maria; re- 


1 commends her to lady Bentley, as a com- 
i panion upon her voyage to Paris. Their 
1 journey. 


H E reflections in the laſt chapter 

may ſeem ſomewhat premature for 

a woman (for ſuch I muſt now conſider 

myſelf) of my age; but though they were 

not made perhaps entirely at that time, 

they certainly muſt be allowed to be no 
= way inapplicable. 

To reſume my hiſtory. Upon my re- 
turn from the hoſpital, I found my land- 
lady had taken particular care of my 
= cloaths, and what belonged to me; and 
though ſhe knew I was not at preſent able 
to make her amends for her kindneſs and 
aſſiduity, ſhe neyertheleſs took every oppor- 
tunity of demonſtating her friendſhip to 
me. .She told me to be careful of my 
health, and to conſider that providence 
ſeemed to interpole in my behalf, by 
taking that young cherubim, which I 

= had given to the world, to a happier lot 
„chan mortal can here poſſeſs. In a 
3 „ word, 
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word, ſhe uſed all her endeavours to afford 
me conſolation in my diſtreſs, ſaying at the 


ſame time ** ſhe was under no apprehenſi- 
on about the trifle of rent I was indebted 


© to her, and therefore bid me be under 
no kind of uneaſineſs upon that ſcore; 
and that ſhe did not doubt but ſhe ſhould 
* ſoon be able to procure me a place to 
« yait upon a Lady, as ſhe had very good 
« friends in the beſt of families, having 
„ ſerved as houſekeeper for many years in 


* one of the firſt of diſtinction.“ 


Mrs. Freeman (that was my landlady's 
name) was in a ſhort time as good as her 


word; ſhe. told me, there was a Lady 
going over to Paris, who wanted a com- 
panion who had been well brought up, and 
could ſpeak French; 
thought I was thoroughly qualified for the 


and : ſhe ſaid ſhe 


ſtation. She accordingly gave me the La- 


dy's direction, and : waited upon her the 
next day. 


Lady Bentley emed completely fatis- 


. fied with me upon Mrs. Freeman's recom- 
mendation, and we agreed for twenty 
pounds a year, with all expences of the 
Journey defrayed. We were to ſet out 
for France in a week's 


time, and I had 
by there 
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therefore but a very ſhort time ta prepare 


myſelf for the voyage. a 
I took my leave of Mrs. Freeman, after 
repeated proteſtations of future friendſhip, 
and coming to a reſolution of keeping up 
our correſpondence by letters wilſt I 
Z ſhould be abroad. \_ 
We met with nothing remarkable in our 
journey to Dover, without I were to men- 
ton the poſt-chaiſe breaking down a little 
this ſide Canterbury, which greatly terri- 
= fied Lady Bentley, and frightened her fa-. 
vourite lap-dog almoſt into fits. But all 
the company having ſoon recovered, we 
arrived at the ſhip-tavern with keen appe- 
KS tites, and a fair wind for Calais. We had 


* = . " A 
d fearce time to ſwallow a haſty ſupper, when 


ve were ſummoned to go on board the 
packet, which was juſt ready to (ail, 
Though the wind was very fair when 
: we got out of Dover-pier, it ſoon chopped 

about, and we were obliged to put back to 
the Downs. It now blew very freſh, and 
chere was what the ſailors call a great (well. 


N- 

ty Her Ladyſhip had ſcarce got out of Dover-_ 
he pier, before ſhe evinced the emetic quali- 
ut ties of the ſeas ; ſo that her ſickneſs was. 
ad in ſome meaſure abated when the billows 


re- "= to _ and ſhe heard all hands 4 | 
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the had now time to reflect upon her Hun 
ger, and ſhe very religiouſſy went upon her 
knees, and moſt fervently prayed to be pre- 
ſerved from her preſent danger, promiſing 
never again to dare the perils of the main. 

Her Ladyſhip's devotion continued du- 
ring our whole paſſage, and, for the good 
of her ſoul, it were to have: been wiſhed 

that ſhe had made an Eaſt-India voyage; 

for no ſooner did ſhe ſet foot on ſhore at 
Calais, than ſhe reſumed her former gaiety, 
and never caſt another thought towards 
Futurity, 

Monſieur Grandſire did all that lay in his 
power to accommodate her Ladyſhip, a. 
greeable to her rank and dignity; and af. 
ter we had ſtayed two nights and part of 
the ſecond day, he was ſo very condeſcend- 


© 3 


poſt-chaiſe, which had never yet been uſed; 

for which, it may be imagined, he did not 
forget to charge her in proportion to her 

| quality - our bill, beſides the, hire of the 

oft-chaiſe, amounted to above three hun- 
dred livres. : 
Lady Bentley! had not the cutiolity to ſtop [3 
a moment upon the road till we came ta 
Chantilli, fo impatient , was ſhe to get to 
| 35-199 but the chateau and gardeps of the 4 
* Price 2 
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Prince de Conde greatly attracted her fighty 
and ſhe could not refrain from alighring to 
view them. In truth, they were well wortly 
the time we employed in the inſpection, as 
the chateau of Chantilli may be pro- 
nounced one of the firſt and moſt elegant 
ſeats in France. Aer TS? 


CHAP XIX. 


Arrive at Paris. The impoſitions that are 
attempted to be put upon Lady Bentley, 
detected by Maria, who is notwithſtahd- _ 
ing ſupplanted in her favour by a French ©. 
chambermaid. A lively deſcription of 5 

the manner of an Engliſh Lady of fa- 

_ ſhion paſſing her time at Paris, in a let- 
ter from Miſs Brown to Mrs. Freeman. 


TPON our arrival at Paris we were 
lodged in a hotel-garni, in the Faux“ 
bourg of St. Germain, and we were pre- 
ſently waited upon by all thoſe leeches wh 
call themſelves marchands, and who accu- 
mulate fortunes by fleceing foreigners, par- 
ticularly the Engliſh. Lady Bentley ſpoke 
"ery little French, having never been in 
ance, and was therefore utterly ignorant 
's welF of the manner as the coin of the 
„ country; 
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country ; ſo that every moment would have 
furniſhed opportunities to thoſe who were 
deſiroùs of impoſing upon her, had ſhe not 
had a perſon with her more converſant in 
both than herſelf. As by ſpeaking the lan- 
guage very fluently, and knowing the dif- 
ference of the coins, they were kept in ſome 
ſort of awe, ſo I had frequent overtures 
made me indirectly by theſe tricbeurs, to 
cheat as much as we could, and ſhare of 
the ſpoils; but I conſtantly rejected ſuch. 
infamous . propoſals with the - reſentment 
they deſerved, and always acquainted my 
Lady with the parties that had made them. 
. Notwithſtanding my honeſt and upright 
conduct towards her, a French chamber- 
maid found means to gain ſo much upon 
her confidence, that from the moment ſhe 
came into the houſe I found my advice re- 
jected, and all regagd towards me daily 
diminiſhing. 

In the mean while, it may not be unen- 
tertaining to the reader to know how we 
paſſed our time at Paris, the center of En- 

gliſn folly, and the point of gravity of En- 
Slim guineas. I believe | ſhall not be able 


to convey a better idea of our vocations and 
avocations here, than by tranſcribing a let: 


ter to Mrs, Freeman, which I wrote upon 
the 


think, much leſs to write. 


* * Rome, he made uſe of it; 


[ 101 ] * 


the ſpot, when J was a complete miſtreſs 


of the ſubject, after a month's (ourning: 
in this metropolis. 


DAR Madam, 
OU will doubtleſs accuſe me of forget- 
fulneſs, if not ingratitude, for having 
preſerved ſo long and fo profound a ſilence; 


I muſt acknowledge it was not for want of 
matter to write, for one can turn on no 


ſide but objects ſufficient preſent themſelves 
to diſcant upon in a folio. The truth 1s, 
this metropolis abounds ſo much with diſſi- 
pation and frivolity, one has ſcarce time to 
Our morning 15 
taken up, like all the Paris Ladies, in en- 
devouring to make ourſelves hideous ; we 
paint, not to look handſome, but to be in 
the faſnion; every woman is intitled to 
rouge, in proportion to her quality; and 
they have ſo thoroughly reconciled them- 
ſelves to the cuſtom, that their public wri- 
ters reaſon upon it philoſophically : + When 
* Cæſar made his triumphant entry into 
and a pretty 
woman ſhould conſider every day as a 
8 40 of triumph for her.” Thus ſays 


one of their favourite authors, and every 
woman here is convinced of the rectitude 
1 3 of ST: i, f 4 
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ol His maxim. But, to continue our Jour- 
nal: our face is not the only object of our 
morning: attention, the head makes a very 
eſſential part of the toilet, and takes up no 
ſmall ſhare of the forenoon; ſometimes in- 
deed it lays elaim to a greater part of the 
buſineſs of the day, than all our pleaſures 
and amuſements. My Lady has actually 
been under the hand of Monſieur Friſo- 
nette ever ſince nine o' clock, and it. is now 
Half paſt one; ſhe will be ready for dinner 
(at leaſt it will be ready for her) in half an 
hour. She will have the Marquis de Ta- 
rafine, the Comte le Beau, and the Abbe le 
Moux, who will ſay a thouſand ſoft things 
to her, ſing her all the new airs, perhaps 
ſit down to quadrille, and win all her mo- 
ney: if this ſnould be the caſe, as it has 
often been, I may in all likelihood be diſ- 
patched with her caſquet to Mendez for a 
new recruit, to brave the metadors, who 
have ever yet been inexorable to her 
prayers; and about two in the morning ſhe 
may go to reſt, very little diſpoſed for it, 
with a light purſe and a heavy heart. 
Perhaps you may think this a very odd 
way of living in a foreign country, whither 
people reſort for pleaſure and improve- 
ment; you may conceive, that, if we go on 
34 | 8 . ſo, 
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{, we ſhall return without having had 


much ſatis faction, or reaping any other ad- 


vantage than the killing of time, at the 


price of our money. But we go to-morrow 
to Verſailles, and as I know you have al- 


ways expreſſed a deſire to know whether 


the beauty and elegance of that palace 
came up to the accounts of travellers, eſpe- 
cially Frenchmen, I ſhall have an opportu- 
nity of ſatisfying your curioſity in this re- 
ſpe. From hence we ſhall follow the 
court to Fontainbleau and Compeigne. 
Believe me, 


DraR Mapa, 
Your's affeQionately, 
M. Brown. 
EH 


A jaunt to Verſailles, with fome ſhort ac- 
count of that celebrated place. An ac- 
cident which terminates in Maria's di- 
miſſion from Lady Bentley's ſervice. 5 


E went next 317 to Verſailles, > aged 
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rhat was curious. He informed us of the 
unmenſe ſums Lewis XIV. had expended 
to raiſe that palace, and convert the gar- 
dens into the form we ſaw them; the dif- 
ficulty he had of bringing water thither, 
contrary to the courſe of nature, for the 
uſe of the baſons and the jets-d'eau. In a 
word, that, from a poor contemptible vil- 
lage, whoſe name was ſcarce known even 
at Paris, he had rendered it one of the moſt [| 
magnificent places in all Europe. It is true 
that we found the building very ſumptuous, 
the gallery extremely elegant, and the 
painting of the ceiling particularly fine; but 
that in general the furniture was very an- 
cient, and there was neither that neatneſs, 
nor what the French themſelves call that 
air-riant, which is ſo ſtriking in the apart- 
ments of all our elegant edifices in En- 
gland. As to the gardens, they were doubt- 
leſs extremely well laid out; but the walks 
were inſupportably duſty, fog want of gra- 
vel; many of the ſtatues were mutilated, 
and moſt of the water-works were in a ſtate 
of inactivity, by reaſon of the pipes being 
out of repair. Upon the whole, it conveyed 
to us at once an idea of Lewis the Four- 
teenth's ambition, the ſentiments of glory 
Wherewith he ee the whole king- 
1 4 dom, 
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louis that ſhe did not find her way out all 


TE: 
dom, and the preſent degeneracy of the 
French nation. 

Whilſt we were at Verſailles an decide 
happened, which, though very trivial in it- 
ſelf, was not only the cauſe of my rupture 
with Lady Bentley, but, in ſome meaſure, . 
of all the misfortunes which afterwards be- 
fell me. Lady Bentley had already adopted 
every part of French gallantry ; ſhe could 
hang upon a French Cavalier' s arm in pub- 
lic, receive him at her ruelle in private, lif- 
ten to double-entendres, and ſometimes riſque. 
them herſelf. Nay, ſhe had no objeQion 
to a tEte-party, or even a retreat into a ſyl- 
van grove diſtant from intruders, to hear 
the voice of love. The Marquis had told 
her, that the labyrinth would greatly divert 
her, and that he would wager a hundred 


alone. Though ſhe did not accept of the 
bett, ſhe however reſolved to attempt the 
taſk, and I was left with Romeo hilft the 
experiment was made. 

Romeo! cruel Romeo! how could you: 
leave me! ruin me! deſert me! It is very 
true, Romeo ran away from me, and I was 2 
undone. Lady Bentley was gone near an 
hour and a half, and upon her return, 
though Lhad no reaſon to ſuſpect that ne 
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was ruffled either in her temper or any way 
elle; yet ſo it was, that all the reaſoning ! 
was miſtreſs of could not calm her rage; 
her ap- dag was gone, and I poſitively ſhould 
go after it. A chapter would not contain 
all the opprobrious epithets I was inſulted 
with upon this occaſion, which ſhe the 
more laviſhly poured out upon me, as the 
Marquis was ignorant of Engliſh, and con- 
ſequently' what ſhe ſaid. 

Our journey back to Paris, whither we 
returned inſtead of continuing our route to 
Fontainebleau, in hopes of gaining ſome 
intelligence of Romeo, was very duſty and 
difagreeable ; we heard of nothing but the 
dog, and the loſs of the fineſt creature upon 
earth, all the way; the Marquis's utmoſt 
endeavours to ſolace her Ladyſhip were in- 
8 

Being returned to the En ſhe 
diſpatched meſſengers to every quarter of 
the city in queſt of her favourite; and at 
the end of two days no tidings being 
brought her of him, there were no bounds 
to her paſſion. I was compelled to leave 
ker; ſhe ordered me out of the houſe, and 
fwore | ſhould never ſet foot in it again, 
| (xcePt 1 brought Romeo with me. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. XX. | 


The picture of a finiſhed coqette ; the ad- 
vances Fitzherbet makes to her, and the 

ſucceſs of the addreſſes which he pays 
to her. An unexpected blow at the cri- 
ſis of bis fate, very proper to be peruſed 
with attention by every coxcomb within 
the bills of mortality. 1 


HO knows not the amiable, the i in- 
chanting Annabella, the toaſt of 
the gay and polite, the envy of one half of 
her ſex, and. the ſubject of ſcandal for the 
other? She was juſt now in the meridian 
of her glory, followed and dangled after- 
by every puppy of faſhion, who fancied an 
embroidered coat or a feather intitled him 
to inchant every woman who looked at 

him. Annabella had tog much good ſenſe 
and diſcernment to be captivated by ſach- * 
external recommendations, ſhe deſpiſed 
ſuch ſuitors at the time they imagined they 
had made a complete conqueſt of her 
heart; ſhe played them off, one againſt the 
other, each faneying himſelf the only happy 
man, and each equally duped by his pre- 
ſumption. This was certainly the very 
ſummit 
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ſummit of coquetry; but ſhe refined the 
character, and almoſt made it amiable. 
That there are men in the world who 


richly merit ſuch treatment, the reader is, 


doubt not, by this time thoroughly con- 


 * vinced: What if. Fitzherbert ſhould be 


found amongſt the number of her ſuitors, 
he who fancied, from his paſt ſucceſs, that 
he was intitled to captivate all the ſex, and 


make them ſubmit at diſcretion ? It was 
even ſo, the perfidious Charles was at 
length caught in thoſe foils, - which he had 
ſo often thrown out. Annabella was not 


inſenſible to his merit, ſhe approved of his 
perſon, and could not refrain from com- 


mending his wit; but ſhe knew his cha- 


racter, and was reſolved to reeriminate the 
anguiſh of her ſex. She was perhaps the 
woman of the world the moſt ſuited for the 
taſk; for, beſides the force of her charms,; 
ſhe was compoſed: of ſuch- a temperament 
as to be inflexible to paſſion : a man might 
languiſh and die for months, ere ſhe vented 


a ſingle ſympathetic ſigh; ſhe was a ſala- 
mander amidſt fire, a ſtoie In. love; in i 


word, a finiſhed. coquette. 


Such a picture of- Annabella- may det 

thought perhaps ſevere upon her; but diſ- 

| tributive juſtice requires ſuch characters in | 
. 5 ee | 
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fociety. To crown her charms, ihe tender 

her power irreſiſtible, ſhe had fifteen thou-- 

fand pounds in her own poſſeſſion. | 
Bitzherbert had now been the foremoſt 

upon the liſt of her lovers for ſome months, 

without ever being able to get an abſolute 


anſwer from her, upon a queſtion which he 
had put to her almoſt as often as he had 


an opportunity of being at a tete- A- téte. 
Without convincing him on her part, ſhe 
was ſtudious to give him indirect hints that 
ſhe entertained a favourable paſſion for 
him. © Whilſt he was one day ſtrenuouſly 
urging his ſuit upon his knees, and calling 
all the powers above to witneſs of the 'ſin- 
cerity of his love, Sir George Airy unex: 
pectedly entered; Sir George had the day 
before obtained a promiſe | from her, that 
ſhe never would give her hand to any: man 
but himſelf. Enraged at what he beheld; 
his paſſion would ſcarce give him leave to 
expreſs it by words; he was' colouring red 
and white alternately, and calling forth all 
his philoſophy to ſmother the effects of his 
violence, when Annabella took an opportu- 
nity of ſaying, ſhe really thought Sir 2 
laboured under ſome very violent agration, 
and begged, if it was poſſible, that ſhe 
"m0 adminiſter him ſome relief. Ma- 
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FEY faid he, let me cut. that fellow $ 
« throat, and I ſhall be eaſy, preſently.” — 
Indeed, Sir George, ſhe replied, I have 

& no manner of averſion to it, if I is 
„ agreeable,” Fitzherbert fired at this con- 
verſation, his ſword was unſheathed ere 
Annabella had finiſhed her anſwer. Sir, 
- & faidhe to the Knight, if you think cut- 
« ting my throat will give you any relief, 
“ you are extremely welcome.” By this 
time they had begun to thruſt, and Anna- 
bella thought it was time to ring the bell, 
to prevent any inhuman bleod being ſpilt; 
the ſervants did not however come time 
enough to prevent Sir George's receiving a 

wound in the ſword- arm. 

This was a triumph to Fitzherbert, 
which he did not fail to turn to his ad van- 
tage; he pleaded with double urgency his 
paſion, he pleaded: his fervice, nay he 
pleaded his courage : he rallied the troops 
n the fervice of his merits in ſo warlike a 
manner, that he vanquiſhed all Annabella's 
objections, and made her capitulate to ſur- 
render the garriſon of love, with all her 
charms, upon a carte- blanche of ee 
ny, the ſucceeding Wedneſda y. 1 
The trophies of Fizherbert's vidioties 
Vote e in TINY mercer's ſhap in 
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town; he ranſacked Ludgate-hill as Co- 
vent · garden, to teſtify his adoration of An- 
nabella; ſhe courteouſly accepted of his 
preſents. The whole art of his taylor F 1 
exhauſren to diſplay his taſte in a weich —_— 
ſuit. | PS; Ti 6: 
The auſpicious morn at length arrived, 1 
his new - gilt chariot was at Annabella's door | 
by ſeven; ſhe had been at a route the 
night before, and could not be diſturbed 
for ſome hours. He languiſhed at a neigh- 
bouring coffee-houſe till eleven, diſpatch- 
ing meſſengers every quarter of an hour, 
= to know if the empreſs of his heart was 
pet ſtirring. Unable any longer to brook, 
= delay, he repairs again to her houſe; ſhe 
is {till inviſible 3 he inſiſts upon ſeeing her, 
having ſomething of the laſt conſequence 
to impart; forces himſelf into her apart- 
ment; ſhe teſtifies her ſurpriſe at his inſo - 
lence; he reminds her of her promiſe; and 
how dangerous half an hour's delay may be. 
—She has entirely forgot every ſyllable, 
and rallies his preſumption ; he, mach en- 

raged, upbraids her perfidy.—Her ſervants 
are called, he undergoes the diſcipline $4 * 
the blanket, and is baſtinadoed out of FONG 


into his new gilt chariot, _ | heh 
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1 ceived about this time from Mrs. Freeman, 
' which failed not to divert my melancholy, 
at a period that Thad moſt occaſion for a 


mental cordial. I muſt acknowledge that 
Annabella's behaviour to Fitzherbert high- 


Y gratified the juſt reſentment I bore him; 
and I wrote the very next poſt to my 


worthy correſpondent,. to beg ſhe ſhould 


©. acquaint herſelf with the ſequel of this af- 


fair, in hopes to learn that he had termi- 


nated a villainous life by a means that gives 
The finiſhing-ſtroke to cowardice and infa. 
es BE : | 
my. 
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The treatment ſhe meets with from Ma- 


dam la Roffiere. The ſtep ſhe takes in 


conſequence. Renews her acquaintance 
with an Iriſh officer's widow. The im- 


+ Polition that is practiſed upon, her, and 
- the diſtreſs wherein it terminates. 


FT ER my diſmiſſion from lady Bent- 
ley's ſervice, I took up my lodging 


with Madam la Roſſiere her.. milliner, in 
hopes that I ſhould be able ſoon to obtain 
another place amongſt the Engliſh nobility, 
Who daily. increaſed at Paris. Madam la 


Roſſiere was very civil to me for ſome time; 
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but finding that, after remaining there a- 
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bout ſix weeks, I was ftill unprovided for, 
ſhe very frankly told me, ſhe was unable 


for another lodging. 


any longer to ſupport me, as ſhe had not 
work enough to employ herſelf and her 
daughter, and begged that I would ſeek *. 
I was greatly morti- 
"ied at this addreſs from Madam la Roſſiere, 


to whom I had been particularly inſtru- 
mental in procuring Lady Bentley's cuſtom, 
and who had recommended her to a great 
number of Engliſh Ladies; but I found 
ingratitude was the growth of every ſoil, 
and that all the profeſſions of friendſhip 
Madam la Roſſiere had made me conſiſted 
of nothing but the ſuperficial unmane | 


Politeſſe Frangoiſe. 


I told her very laconically, that ef: de 
e ſorry for the trouble I had given her; 
„but I would take care that it ſhould be 
* of no long duration.” 
came in juſt at this junQure, and finding 


Her huſband 


me preparing to depart, aſked, with ſome 
ſurpriſe in his counten ance, I hat was tbe 


matter, and where I was going? I told him 


how Madam la Roſſiere had behaved to Bj 
me, and that he could not expect 1 ſhould „ 
be any farther inconvenience to her. ._ 
la Roſſiere ſeemed highly eruſperrted at 
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bis wife's conduct, and ſwore hat I ſbould 
ot leave bis houfe till ſuch time as I was. 0 
vided for. 

This declaration from bim . 
more natural colour into his wife's face 
than ſhe had conferred upon it, even by 
art; and rouge for once was totally eclipſed 
by paſſion. ©* How Sir, ſaid ſhe, is it ſo!— 
„What then you have diſcovered at laſt 
& the thameful correſpondence you carry 
on with this abandoned jade! and you, 
% Madam, you impudent ſlut, to do it un- 
« der my very noſe. No, you ſhall either 
e leave the houſe, or I will; and let us 
„ ſee to whom he gives the preference, 
to his trull, or to his wife.” | 

"It: was in vain for Mr. la Roſſiere to at- 
tempt vindicating himſelf, all remonſtrance 
was unheard, drowned in a continued chain 

+: of reproach and inſult. Under theſe cir- 
_.cumftances I thought it was acting the 

prudent part for me to retire, without un- 
_ deceiving a jealous woman, who had no 
other grounds for her ſuſpicions than her 
own deformity, and my comparative excel- 
lence. 

Having taken a 6 1 drove to the 
Nut St. Antoine, where. had a ſlight ac- 
ae, with an Iriſh, officer s widow, 


[ 1s] 

who was very glad to ſee me, and, upon 
relating my ftory, expreſſed herſelf wich 
much concern, that I, who was born of 
a good family, ſhould form any connex- 
„ jons with ſuch canaille, as hair-dreſſers 
« wives, and milliners; had you, continued 
« the, applied to me, when you quitted 
Lady Bentley's ſervice, I ſhould have be- 
4 haved to you like a gentlewoman as you 
are, and you would not have been ex- 
„ poſed to this inſult.” 

This harangue upon the ſubje& of gen- 
tility and good behaviour continued near 
half an hour, and would, in all likelihood, 
have been the topic for much more ani- 
madverſion, had ſhe not recolleQed \* it 
= © was dinner-time, and that ſhe had not 
3 A been yet to market; but that the.Trarteur, 
= *© acroſs the way, was reckoned to ſerve. 
© very elegantly, and paid a particular, de- 
. ference to the Engliſh ; and therefore beg- 

4 ſhe might make uſe of my name, as- 

* it would be of no ſmall recommendati- 
cc on,” 29 


Mrs, Wb was ſo condeſcending : as to 5 15 


take the trouble of ordering. dinner, which | 5 a 


was preſently ſerved, and which ſhe failed 
not to pay due honour. to. As to myſelf, 


An chagrined at the treatment I had 


juſt 


416 ] 
juſt m met with hl la Roſſiere, that 
the fulneſs of wy heart ſupplied all vacuity 
of ſtomach. 

I had been a week with Mrs. Obrien be- 
fore I obſerved that every thing we had 
lived upon was entirely upon my ſcore, 
When the Traiteur, who never gave credit 
but from one week to another, brought in 
his bill, and, with great ſubmiſſion, afking 
Tome thouſand of pardons, with as many 
thouſand ob#ſſances, ** hoped I ſhould not 
be offended at the liberty he had taken.” 
The liberty I could eaſily have forgiven, 
if he would as eaſily the debt, which was 
neither more nor leſs than /eventy-7wo livres. 
T expreſſed great ſurpriſe at my name be- 
ing at the head of the bill, telling him! 
was no lodger there, but a caſual viſitor, a 


"gueſt of Madam Obrien's, &c. He ſaid he 


did not know any thing of the matter ; but 
that Madam Obrien would not have ob- 
tained a ſingle aricot upon her own account, 
for that ſhe was already greatly in his debt; 


and he would not depart till I had given 


him an aſſurance I would ſee him paid. 
Upon Madam Obrien's return from 


maſs, I could not help upbraiding her with 


her ungenerous behaviour, which had led 


me to the creation of ſo great a debt; and 
. 3 
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Lat t the ſame time expreſſed my uneaſineſs 
to think how it was to be paid, as all the 
money I had in the world amounted to no 

more than fifty livers. Her fruitful ima- 
gination immediately pointed out to me 
the method of creating money; and ſhe. 
hinted that my beſt ſack and petticoat 
would procure double the ſum that was re- 
quired. © This propoſal was very far from 
being agreeable to me, and I could not help 
retaliating the compliment, in adviſing her 
to try firſt what ſhe could get for one of 
her own; but ſhe prevented my inſiſting 
much upon her making this experiment, 
by frankly acknowledging, that ſhe was 
not poſſeſſed of any other than that 
„ which ſhe wore; and that ſhe would not 
« have continued in mourning ſo long 
* without any real cauſe, except that of 
* poverty, if ſhe had been able to make 
© any. change in her dreſs : that the pen- 
„ ſion which ſhe received, as an officer's 
* widow, was ſo ſmall, and ſo irregularly 
„paid, that ſhe was driven to great 
9 * ſtreights; but that ſhe was upon the 
point of recovering a very conſiderable. 
6 legacy, when ſhe mould: appear in a very 
« Ant en manner; and when I might. 
make 
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* „make her houſe my home, without ary 
ceremony or expence.” | 

Theſe and ſuch like perſuaſives, added 
to that powerful advocate eating (for din- 
ner-time had long ſince been elapſed, 
without Monſieur e Traiteur's paying us 
his uſual attention) at length prevailed up- 


on me to follow Mrs. Obrien's advice. 


Vices and follies familiarize themſelves 
to us by degrees ; and what at firſt appear- 


ed to me worſe than death, was gradually 
o ſoftened in its aſperity, that in a few 


weeks I was reduced to that ſtate of 
mourning, which Mrs. Obrien ſo Juftly 
complained of. 

It was in vain for me to » upbraid her 


4 with impoſing upon me by falſe pretences 


and groundleſs hopes; it was time for me 
to think of altering my condition, and pro- 


- curing ſubſiſtance by ſome other means 


than thoſe which I had lately purſued. 
With this reſolution I decamped one morn- 
ing whilſt Mrs: Obrien was gone to mals, 


3 without taking any other leave of her than 


by a note, which I left upon her table. 1 
found no great difficulty of moving, as e- 
very thing I'was r of v was now up. 


c H ba 1 
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nA xx. 


The acquaintanoe Miſs Brown e in 


the Thuilleries; their converſation, 
which' produces a cloſer connexion. 
Goes home with her benefactreſs. Some 
account of her boarders,” and their be- | 
haviour. An uncommon conflict; 


' HAD: traverſed: half Parin withave 
knowing whitheriT was: © aye. when, 
finding myſelf very tired, I repaired to the 
Thuilleries, in order to reſt myſelf, and 
took my ſeat upon the terraſs of the Ca- 
puchins: I had: not been here long be- 
fore a decent - looking woman, neatly dreſ- 
ſed, came and placed herſelf by me. We. 
ſaluted each other, and entered into that 
ſort of converſation which uſually. occurs 
between two people who have a mind to 
ſpeak when they have nothing to ſay: 
„Pear me ! Mits, ſaid ſhe, don't you find 
« jt very ſultry??? „ extremely hot, in- 

« deed Madam, I replied; but I think we 
have now. and then here a refreſhing} 


breeze... True, Miſs, ſaid ſhe; I think» 5 
We have choſen the: beſt: ſeat we could | 


* for what little air there is. What fight | 
i of, . oy will be to morrow at St. 
852 Cloud 


L120 
0 Cloud, if this fine weather continues!” 
«No doubt of it, anſwered I, Madam.” 


2 Upon my word, Miſs, now I look at you, 


„ methinks your features are quite familiar 
“ to me; have not I had the pleaſure of 
e ſeeing. you in Britanny D* © No, Ma. 
« dam, I never was in that part of France. 


« Well, to be ſure, Miſs, you are the very 


© model of a young Lady that I knew at 
& Nantes: I could almoſt have ſworn you 
© had been the ſame; and the compariſon, 
<< can aſſure you, Mis, is no affront to 
you, for ſhe is the toaſt of the whole city.“ 
„Fou are extremely polite, Madam, ſaid 
, you are pleaſed to compliment; but if 
ei jt were ſo, of what uſe would it be to 
% me?” Inuttering theſe words, a ſigh 
_ eſcaped me, which was followed by ſome 


involuntary tears. What, my dear child, 
& faid the (in an affectionate tone of voice, 


« ſqueezing my hand) you cry? What is 
* it that makes you uneaſy? Has any 
< misfortune happened to you ? Tell me, 


6 my dear, don't be afraid of opening your 
“ mind to me; you may rely upon the af- 


* fection which you have kindled in me: 


«can I be of any ſervice to you ? Pray tell 
* me. Let us go, my life, to the coffee- 


6 houſe at the end of the. terraſs, and 
xs breakfaſt ; 3 


_ 7 

c breakfaſt; perhaps I may be of more 
« ſervice to you than ybu think for.“ Tunis 
propoſal was far from being diſagreeable 
to me, as I was ſtill faſting; and 1 follow - 
ed her, not doubting that heaven had ſent 
her in my way, to ſnatch' me from the 
brink of deſpair, After I had in ſome mea- 
ſure recruited my ſpirits with two diſſies of 
coffee, and a couple of little loaves, Ifrank- 
ly told her my preſent diſtreſs, and aſked” 
her, if ſhe could recommend me to a ſer- 
vice of any kind, I did not care ho mean 
it was, provided I could but get my lively- 
hood in an honeſt way. By the holy 
4 Virgin! cried my unknown benefactreſs, 
it would be an abſolute martyrdom to. . 


think of putting ſuch a ſweet creature 


« you to hard work; no, nature did not 9 | 


« deſign you for ſuch employment. It is 
« needleſs to diſſemble with you, ſuch a fine 
« girl as ydu are may aſpite at any thing; and 
there is not the leaſt doubt, but that, if you 
« will let yourſelf be guided by me, you wil 
make your fortune in a very ſhort time.“ 
« Ah! my good Lady, (I cried in rapture) 
« tell me only what you would have me do, 
“and I will be bound to follow it ; PH re- 


* ſign myſelf entirely to your direction“ 7% 
} 7-: *%s Ss. 


[122] 


Well then, ſaid ſhe; we will live together; 


J have already; four boarders, and you 
% ſhall make the fifth. What! Madam, 
&« (I anſwered with ſome precipitation) have 
c you already forgot, that in my preſent 
« diſtreſſed ſituation it will be impoſſible 
te for me to pay you a penny for my board? 


Don't let that give you any uneaſineſs 
_* (ſhe replied); all that I aſk of you at pre- 
* {ent is, that you will ſubmit yourſelf to 
my direction. I ſhall take you as a part- 
« ner in a little traffic which I carry on; 


<« and, pleaſe God, I don't doubt, before 
<« the end of the month, you will be able 
c not only to ſatisfy: me, but to ſupport 
45 Jourſelf a every reſpect in a genteel 
4 manner.“ In the exceſs of my joy I was 
- "ready to throw myſelf at her feet, and bathe 
them with tears. I longed. to be initiated 
intg this happy ſociety: thanks to my lucky 
ſtars, my impatience was not of any great 


: duration. Twelve o' clock ſtruck, 2 we 


left the Thuilleries at the gate Des Feuil- 


lants. An old coachman upon the ſtand 
received us into his noble vehicle, and he 


conducted us to a retired houſe, upoſ the 

Boulevards, facing the ſtreet Mont matte. 

The houſe was ſurrounded by a court 
ja 55 0d 


[123] 


* 


and a garden, which gave it arural appear- | 


ance, that prejudiced me highly in favour 


of the inhabitants, and 1 ſecretly bleſſed the. 
lucky occaſion that had been inſtrumental 


in conducting me to this retreat, I was 
introduced into a parlour that was very de- 


cently furniſhed, and my companions pre- 


ſently made their appearance. Their care- 
leſs air and aſſurance a good deal diſcon- 
certed me. I had ſcarce effrontery enough 


to look them in the face; and it was with, 


great heſitation I was able to anſwer their 


compliments. My benefactreſs lulpecting * 


that the meanneſs of my dreſs, when com- 
pared to theirs, might be the cauſe of my 
confuſion, whiſpered to me, that ſhe ſhould. 
equip me as fine as any of them. I was, 
indeed not a little concerned to find myſel 
in a greaſy ſack, that had been cleaned and 
dyed till it was difficult. to aſcertain what, 
colour it laid claim to, amongſt. people 
whoſe very deſhabiles conſiſted of ſome of 


the richeſt ſilks that F rance or [ndia could 
e . og 
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CH AP. XXW. | 


Maria meets unexpectedly with an old ac- 

quaintance, who proves to be Mademoi- 

ſelle Fenelon. Her adventures with fa- 
ther Jaquel in Holland and England. 


HIS introduction had ſcarce taken 
place, when, caſting my eyes round, 
1 Wee one of my fellow boarders, 
whoſe attention ſeemed completely fixed up- 


on me; and when I looked towards her 
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> ſhe bluſhed, and appeared much confuſed : 
len I recollected ſomething of her 
features, and the more I examined her 
the more I was convinced that I was not 
mhiſtaken ; and I was reſolved to profit of the 
fit opportunity that offered to ſatisfy my- 
ſelk. One ſoon preſented; for having ob- 
ſerved this young lady go towards the gar- 
den, I followed her, when, upon compar- 
ing notes, we found ourſelves to be old ac- 
quaintances, and that we had been fellow- 
boarders under the ſame roof long before, 
in more propitious days. Do you not, Miſs 
Brown, recollect Mademoiſelle Fenelon ? 
At this expreſſion I flew to her, and, graſp- 
ing her in my arms, expreſſed my ſurpriſe 

and 


TT. 5 


and happineſs in meeting with ſuch an 4 


greeable acquaintance, at ſo unexpected a 


time, and ſo extraordinary a place. She- 
eagerly enquired, what accident had 


brought me here? I run over ſo much of 


my life as was neceſſary to ſatisfy her cu» 


rioſity, carefully omitting, however, that 


part which proved my weakneſs and Fitz- 


herbert's triumph. She ſeemed ſincerely 


to lament my fate, and ſympathiſe at my 
misfortunes. I begged of her, in return, 
to inform me how fortune had behaved to- 
wards her, and whether ſhe had as mucn_ 


reaſon to complain of the blind goddeſs as 


mylelf ? To this ſhe readily conſented, and 8 


entered into the following detail. 


I have no occafion, ſaid ſhe, to remind C̃·üů 


you of the misfortune that befell me at 


the convent at Douay, where we paſſed 
ſo many innocent and agreeable hours; 


„nor, perhaps, to acquaint you that father 


Jaquel was one of the moſt hypocritic 


e villains that ever diſgraced the eccleſiaſ- 


« tical function; nothing but the tender- 


4 neſs of your years protected you from 
* his villainous deſigns, and nothing but 


the advanced age of Madam Abbels pre- 


«vented her diſhonour being equally ma- 
_ © nifeſted with my own, Miſs Fleetwood 
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+ efcaped by miracle, for had I not been 
ſo ſuddenly and unexpectedly delivered, 
he bad laid ſuch a plan for poſſeſſing her, 


* and which, to my ſhame'be it ſpoken, I 


was to have been a principal actreſs in, as 
could not, in all probability, have failed 
„of ſueceſs. In a word, there was ſcarce 
one penſioner in the whole ſociety with 


< whom he did not carry on a carnal cor- 


 reſpondence, if her face and perſon ex- 
cited his defires. But, upon my diſho- 
nour and his diſgrace, you know we were 
'* both: obliged to decamp, and it was ne- 
-« ceflary for us to leave France with all 
+ pothble diſpatch, He had immediately 
eſcaped into Holland, from whence he 
e contrived to inform me, that he there 
„ waited for me, and ſhould expect me as 
„ ſoon as I was in a ſituation to travel. 
„ You are ſenſible that Madam Abbeſs 
% would ſcarce let me remain under that 
1 religious roof the uſual time that women 


* take to recover their ſtrength after ſuch 
a violent effort of nature; ſhe obliged me 
«to depart after the hind week of my ly- 
« ing-in, ſaying, the affair had already got 


ind, and made ſo much noiſe, that ſhe 


40 was terrified at the conſequences... As I 


5 it. not dare *PRear" before any of my 


3 


e relations 


RU 


1 1 

relations after ſuch a diſaſter, I did not 
require much perſuaſion to follow father 
Jaquel into Holland; eſpecially" as 1 
99 thought he was the propereſt perſon to 
give me advice in my future conduct, 
not only as my father confeſſor, but as 
* that man to whom Thad yielded my vir- 
gin heart, ſacrificed my n ane all, 
my future ppineſs. | 

.-:; After trave ing through Platt Lat SY 
M6 length arrived in Holland; and I met fa. 
ther Jaquel at Amſterdamin a lay- habit. 
was much ſurpriſed at the appearance 
© he made, as he was accoutred more like 
a military man than an eccleſiaſtic. He, 
«perceiving my ſurpriſe, told me, © it was 
or neceſſary to conform one's- ſelf to the 
« cuſtom of the country one was in; and 
© as they were all hereticks in Holland, and 
looked upon a! prieſt as a monſter, for 
* the ſake of ſociety, and to àvoid ſeandal, 
it was neceſſary. to appear no way ſingu- 
lar.“ I did not pretend to contradict His 
10 prudential maxims ; but, on the contra- 
« ry, told him, I ud bes guided accor- 


ding to his directions, and deſired him 


55 to inſtrue}. me what courſe I ſhould'take _ 
to regain the eſteem and favour of my 
triends? ( As to your relations and 


'G 4 * friends 5 | 


# 
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friends (ſaid he) you. muſt leave them to 
«, themſelves, to be reconciled to your con- 
40 duc at leiſure. The prejudice of edu- 
cation goes a great way, and it is not the 
work of an hour to remove it; they may 
2 perhaps think the ſlip you have made, 


< if ſuch it can be called, irreparable; and, 


0 by. their behaviour, they will endea- 
<« your to render it ſo. It is therefore 
your part to counteract their evil deſigns, 
and by your ſuture; ſucceſs to convince 


* them of their error. I have, during my 


40 officiating as confeſſor at Douay collect- 


* ed near thirty thouſand livers, which 1 


© have taken care not to leave behind me, 
© having from time to time placed it in the 
different banks of Europe, that I might 
'& always have ſome reſource in caſe of an 
14 gccident. I noy offer you a ſhare of my 
.** purſe and fortune; and as moſt of my 


money is placed in England, I propoſe 
+ ſoan-going over thither, in order to turn 
it to the greater advantage; If you chufe 


4. t0:80company me as my wife, you may 
e gepend upon it I ſhall always behave to 
you as ſuch. Though I could not help 

A chinking that ſuch a propoſal from a pro- 
feſſed Jeſuit, and my holy father confeſ- 
— 38 72 0 was ſomewhat inconſiſtent with' his 
| | „character, 


1 
% 


TINY 
character, as I imagined he underſtood 
religious matters better than me, and 
[that, if he could reconcile his conduct 
« with his tenets, I certainly might, Who 
© had not yet taken the veil; and prudence 
at the ſame time pointing out to me this, 
l as the moſt probable means of living in 
© eaſe-and affluence, I did not long * 
tate to accept his offer. 
From this time, then, I took upon my- 
e ſelf the title and character of Madam 
* Martin, . which was the name he had a- 
% dopted He paſſed for a merchant from 
* Bourdeaux, and actually tranſacted buſi- 
« neſs as fuch whilſt he was in Holland. 
Upon his: departure from hence he had 
recommendations from many Dutch 
« merchants to ſome of the beſt houſes in 
London, where we arrived a ſhort time 
after. Here he took a houſe, furniſned 
* it in an elegant manner, hired a man in 
„ livery, and two maid ſervants; we were 
„ fituated in a genteel neighbouihood at: 
« the polite end of the town, and I foon : 
© made acquaintance” with, and received 
the viſits of moſt of the. ladies in that Tas 
quarter. Rae ee OR 
„Mr. Martin 8 conſtantly; every : 
2 e to Changs, and appeared in Change 
Gaz a — Alley 11 
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Alley as a capital negociator for mer- 
* chants abroad; fo it is not at all ſurpri- 


* ſing that he obtained a very extenſive 


* credit, and, of courſe, a great deal of 
* money circulated through his hands. 

Mademoiſelle Fenelon had got thus far 
<& in her narration, when Madam Laborde 
* came to her, and told her it was time to 
% dreſs; I was therefore obliged to ſuſpend 


my curiofity till a future opportunity.“ 


HAF. . 


Continuation of Mademoiſelle Fenelon's 


ſtory. The infamous part Monſieur 
Martin begins to act. A ſcandalous, 
though common, character in the perſon 
of Madam la Touche. 


Scarce gave Nadi Gen: time 
to dreſs. herſelf, ſo eager was I to know 
the ſeque! of her hiſtory ; and ſhe ſeeming 
to be as impatient to relate it, as I was to 
hear it, we ſoon reſumed our walk in the 
garden, and ſhe her narration, .. _. 
„think (faid ſhe) I left off upon our 
« arrival in London, where we had taken 


a houſe; upon my anſwering in the af- 
Armative, ſhe then continued: A pret- 
ty e in Feen (you know) ſoon 


af 


1 attracts | 
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« attracts the eyes of the men, eſpecially if 
< ſhe appears in publiek, and makes any 
ce figure. Monſieur Martin (for ſuch I 
& ſhall now continue to call him) debarred 
« me from no pleaſures nor amuſements ; 
and tho' he did not go frequently himſelf 
to public places, I often appeared at the 
« walks and gardens, the opera, and 
« play-houſes. In ſhort, I was peſtered 
* with danglers whom I did: not yet very 
« well underſtand ; tho' I don't in the 
« leaſt doubt but they ſaid very tender 
things to me. It is true, ſome of them, 
«who were foreigners, ſpoke French, and 
« here and there one amongſt them Italian; 
« but I found there was ſcarce a foreigner 
{© to be met with in London, without he 
*« bore ſome public character, that was not 
« either a hair-dreſſer, a valet-de-chambre, 
&« a cook, a dancing-maſter, or a Jeſuit; 
„for which reaſon my huſband always 
„warned me to avoid them, as keeping 
 * them company could be of no ſervice to 
% us, and would only tend to diſgrace us. 
It was for this reaſon I had fo little occaſion 
« to ſpeak my mother-tongue, and was fre- 
« quently compelled to talk what Ergliſh 
could, and by this means it es, be. 
2 25 in —_ meaſure, familiar to me. 
C3 5 N : 6-6 A 
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A very rich merchant, who often wal. 

4 ked- with me.in-the Park, was the moſt 
, earneſt of all my lovers; he would fre- 
« quently make me preſents, and endea- 

© vour to talk with me alone. In one of 

*.thele tète-A-tète parties he told me, ** it 

« was a thouſand pities that ſuch a beauti- 


ful young lady ſhould be united to an old 


fellow that might very well paſs for my 
< father; that human nature ſhuddered at 
<« ſo diſproportionate a match; that he was 


_ < ſure I could not be happy; that Iwas on- 


* ly a ſacrifice, as he ſuppoſed, to my pa- 
<« rents will; that he had a heart full of 
<« ſympathy and love, and a perſon, Which 


he flattered himſelf: was not diſagreeable 


« to. me; that he was ſure, at leaſt, it was 
more ſuited. to mine, in point of age, 
In ſay ing 4 
60 this, he forced from me a kiſs a Augloiſe, 
„Which was the firſt time I was ever em · 


* braced by any man but Monſieur Mar- 


<« tin. I'blaſhed; and for ſome time had 
not the power to expreſs my reſentment 
140 at his expreſſions and behaviour; how- 
t ever, at length I gave him to underſtand 
that his conduct was very diſagreeable to 
* me, and that I was greatly ſurpriſed how ) 


dhe Sould have the aſſurance to behave ſo 
| Jong £0. ) 


Fas 'F. 
< to a modeſt woman. He ſaid' no more 
for the preſent, except begging my pars 

„don if he bad given me any offenee. 
„ This happened at the ifftand in St. 

% James's Park, when, upon joining an el- 

derly French woman, ho uſed to attend 

me in theſe excurſions, and who was an old 
ot acquaintaince of Mr. Martin's, I refated 
to her in what manner Mr. Johnſon had 

* behaved to me. She pretended at firſt 

to be greatly ſurpriſed, but at length be- 

gan to apologize for his conduct, by ſay- 
ing it was the Engliſh manner; and thoſe 

„ who had not travelled and ſeen the world 

«. were apt to be guilty of theſe a 8 

© but that they meant no harm. 

Mr. Martin the next morning appear- 

* ed to be very dull, and, upon my enquir- 

ing the reaſon, he at lentgh with ſeem- 

ing reluctanee told me, that he had a bill 


4 of exchange drawn upon him from Am- 525 


« ſterdam, for fix hundred pounds ſterling, F 
«. which would be due the next day, and 


that he did not know. how to raiſe the 


% money, as he fell quite ſhort of caſh; 
4 and concluded this information a | 
« aſking me, if, among the number of my 
4 polite and rich acquaintance, I could not 
. en fo much? for, added he, you 
Oo knows 
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Kno there is no refuſing a pretty wo- 
man hing nie 
&« Tanſwered, I believe I could have done 
« ſuch a thing for him four and twenty 
« hours before; but that 1 had had a little 
« miſunderitanding with one Mr. Johnſon, 
* who had taken ſome hberties with me 
that I thought were not allowable. Upon 
„ this he aſked me the particulars of the 
& affair, which I very innocently and inge- 
„ nuouſly told him; though he ſeemed not 
«a little nettled at that part which related 
& to himſelf, he ſtifled his reſentment, in 
“ ſaying, ** Well, my dear, I don't entirely 
<« approve of his conduct; but, you know, 
% you muſt turn every thing to your ad- 
ec vantage in this life; and if you can make 
ce this man's folly ſerve your intereſt, even 
« let him buoy himſelf up with the hopes, 
« that you will, one time or other, make 
him the happy lover. 
Such a ſpeech from Mr. Martin ſtag- 
6c nated my whole maſs, and I was for ſome 
<« time unable to make any anſwer. That 
« he ſhould ſo coolly and diſpaſſionately 
e put up with ſo groſs an inſult to him and 
« myſelf, was what aſtoniſhed me, when 
the only reaſon of my keeping it ſecret 


” & from him hicherto,, was my fear his jea- 
| i { louly 


. _ "Fa J 
4 louſy and revenge might carry him to 
* ſome fatal lengths. 775 

“My dear, continued he, giving me an 
embrace, do not imagine by what I have 
ſaid that the fervor of my love is not fo 
« ſtrong as ever; it is revenge that excites 
me to put you upon this ſcheme: John- 
& ſon ought to pay handſomely for his raſh- 
s neſs and inſolence. You have it in your 
% power to make him; beſides, conſider 
« of what infinite ſervice the money will be 
< to me at this critical juncture.“ 

«© This ſpecious method of reaſoning, 
t joined to Madam la Touche's ſeconding 
* his arguments, prevailed upon me to an- 
& ſwer Mr. Johnſon's bow the next time I 
© met him in public. This conceſſion, on 
Ee my part, he looked upon as an acquieſ- 

“ cence to what he had propoſed, and he 
& took every opportunity to gain upon my 
“ affection. As I had not the leaſt paſſion 
« for the man, I could hear with the ut- 
* moſt indifference all his proteſtations , 
and when he was talking vociferouſly of 
« Cupid and Venus, I was thinking of his 


( caſh and bank-notes. 


&« IT ſhould have told you before, that Ma- 
dam la Touche was neither more nor leſs 
« than A *. wha Procureſs, whom Mr. Mar- 
3 
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tin had known abroad, and whom he 
„thought would be a very proper perſon 

«© to employ in his ſervice, as a duena or 
ſuperintendant over. my mercenary a- 
«* mours. To this end he had given her 
directions how to behave, and through 

& her was echoed to me his good councils 

© and inſtructions; ſo that, by the help of 
* this experienced and attentive monitor, 
I could not poſſibly err. She told me to 
c give Johnſon not the leaſt liberties till 
e ſych time as he had lent me at leaſt five 
« hundred guineas, and that the fooner I 
& aſked him for the money the better; and 
«that even then I was to give him nothing 
* but promiſes. and fair words till ſuch 

te time as he entered into a bond for five 
«thouſand pounds, payable on demand; 

for, added ſhe, he is as rich as Crœſus, 

and a thouſand guineas to him are not 

e ſo much as ten guineas to Mr. Martin; 
« therefore act OY and Tow wcnune- - 
is made.” 


1 2571 
CHAP. XXVI. 


Concluſion of Mademoiſelle Fenelon's 
ſtory. 


Could not refrain crying out in-this 


place, what a monſter ! Is it poſſible 


that father Jaquel could be ſuch an abo- 
minable wretch ! © Ah! Miſs Brown, ſaid 


© ſhe, have a little patience; I have not re- 


« lated half his good actions, his virtues are 


« innumerable. But I muſt reſume the 


thread of my ſtory : When he found, 
e that, notwithſtanding all the hints he 
had given, and all "is advice Madam. 
la Touche had ſo plentifully beſtowed, I 


had ſtill made no ſort of progreſs in the ; 
money affair, nay that I had not ſo much 


< as infinuated to Mr. Johnſon that I ſtood 
in need of any, he began to treat the 
matter in a very different manner. 
* Lookye, Madam, ſaid he, if you do not 
* abſolutely contrive to meet Johnſon this 
very day, and know poſitively whether 
he will lend it you, or no, I ſhall make no 
1 ceremony of ſending you off to-morrow 
morning for France, and placing you in 
« wont father 8 hands, to do what he pleaſes. 
with 
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« with you; the conſequence of which will s 
&« be, that you will be ſhut up in a convent c 
« for life: and as I'know you have not an | 
* ounce of nun's fleſh about you, J hope 
« you will take my advice and get the mo- 


« ney this very evening. 

duch a menace from a man who had a 

« ever as yet treated me with the greateſt 

* tenderneſs, frighted me more than any < 
„thing that could have happened to me. | 


„ burſt into tears, and, falling at his 


Av 


é was the matter: this Abigail, this female 


our grief; here is a letter from a lover, 


knees, begged he would not ſacrifice me 


to the lewd embraces of a man I 'deſ- 
„ 'piſed, for the ſake of a little pelf; ; but he 


9 remained inexorable to all my remon- 
4 ſtrances, and, without raiſing me up, he 
turned upon his heel, and quitted the 
% room. Madam la Touche came to me 


& jn this ſtuation, deſiring to know what 


<« ſeductreſs, verſed in all the arts of impo- 
t fition, was well acquainted With the cauſe 
« of my grief; for heaven's" fake, child, 
i ſaid ſhe, don't cry for nothing; Mr. 
Martin is a very good- natured man, tho 

ehe is apt to be a little paſſionate; wipe 
« away” your tears, 1 have ſomething to 
communicate to you that will diſſipate all 


46 2 
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« a dying, deſponding lover. Saying this, 
*« ſhe put the following billet into my hand. 


15 DeaR Mavan, 


<« It was with inexpreſſible j joy and ex- 
e taſy that I received your dear letter; and 
« you may depend upon it, as you ac- 
« quaint me Mr. Martin will certainly be | 
out of the way, that I will wait upon you _ 
6 punctually at four. 1 SE 
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« Your impatient adorer, . i 
William Johnſon.” 


> Good Gods! what was my Genel at 
reading theſe contents, and on looking at 
e the ſuperſcription, which was to Madam 
% Martin! Bleſs me, Madam, ſaid I to Ma- 
dam la Touche, ſurely this is ſome miſ- 
take; I never wrote a line to Mr. John: 
« ſon in my life! Pſhah, anſwered ſhe; 
* never mind that, you ignorant girl; ſup- 
* poſe a friend has done a good office for 
« you, ought you not to thank her? I 
* had not time to reply before | heard a 
rap at the door, and, without my e 
„ ſaw Mr. Johnſon enter. 
He run to me, and, claſping me in his 
;ﬆ. auen, methought would have devoured 
e ( me 
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me with kiſſes, Which I repaid with a 
flood of tears. He was greatly ſurpriſed 0 
 * at my grief, and intreated me to let him 0 
know the cauſe. I ſaw I was ſacrificed, * 
but my pride would not let me own it 
to him; and that fame pride urged me 
+ for the Arſt time to diſſemble. His queſ- 6 
tions and intreaty forced me to reply, 
and my imagination, amidſt all my ſor- 
* row, pointed out to me that this was the 
lucky moment Iwas to improve. Why, 


* really, Sir, ſaid I, to be ingenuous, the 
** cauſe of my ſending for you to-day, is to I * 
*1mpart a ſecret which I dare not intruſt 6 


* with any one but yourſelf, ſo great is my 

* copinion of your ſincetity. Pray, Ma- 

dam, ſaid he with emotion, what is it? 

My fortune and life are at your ſervice, 6 

* if they can be of any uſe to you.” 80 

| £ gallant a reply gave me freſh courage. 
# „Why then, Sir, ſaid I, ſince you are ſo po- 
i & lite, I muſt tell you: I had laſt night the I * 
A 4 * misfortune to loſe 500 guineas with Ba- 
ron du Bos, the Miniſter, and I 9 

& dare not acquaint my huſband with it; 

« if you would favour me with the loan of 

Las much, you may depend ypon my re- 

paying you the firſt opportunity, as I 

66 wouls . laying under an obligation 


to: 


. . 
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« to an Engliſhman rather than a foreigner. 
« Madam, he anſwered; I ani thoroughly 
* ſenſible of the compliment you pay our 
nation; and I eſteem. it a particular ho- 
„ nour to have this opportunity of convin- 
« cing.you of my friendſhip. In ſaying» 
« this, he laid down bank- notes to the a- 
mount of a thouſand pounds, adding, 1 
he begged I would try bis luck with tgne li 
« remainder,, and ſee if I could not get =o 
home upon'the Baron.” T - --. = 
“ So much civility really ſtaggered me ; ; "i 
the obliging manner in which he pre- 
« ſented the notes gave me the higheſt 
« opinion of his generoſity, and I found he 
had ſtole inſenſibly upon my affections. 
« This viſit, tho' ſo important, was very 
© ſhort; but I promiſed to meet him the 
© next afternoon, all alone, in the: Dug 
cage Walk. 
„ Monſieur Martin gave a Ky fi f- 1 
© cant grin at the ſight of the notes, ſaying, 
„I was a good girl, and-ſhould have anew 
* gown for my pains. “ But, pray now 
(laid he) tell me the truth, whieh d you 
« like beſt , Johnſon or me ? eri it is needleſs 
© tg deny it. I know a man won't * 
* with ee for nothing. fo 
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<< Tt was in vain to urge my innocence; 
< the more I ſaid to prove it, the more 1 
convinced him of my endeavouring to 
c deceive him; ſo that, after an hour's al- 
« tercation, I retired to reſt with a heavy 
heart, which vented itſelf in a . of 
« cordial tears. 

„I would willingly have declined going 
1 the next day, notwithſtanding my ap- 
% pointment, and even told, Mr. Martin, 
& that, ſince I found he was of fo jealous a 
&« diſpoſition, and that there was no con- 
& vincing him of one's innocence, I would 
C at leaſt contrive to avoid ſeeing Mr. 
“ Johnſon any more; but, heavens! what 


&« was his reply? © Pſhah; you fool, you 


cannot do more than you have done; 
&« perhaps, if you pleaſe him as well to- -day, 


<« he may throw another thouſagd into 


6 your lap.” 

This ſpeech of Mr. Martin” 8 bad more 
« effect in accompliſhing Mr. Johnſon's 
deſigns, than all the arguments the latter 
had ever uſed ; for, ſince I found I was 
&« looked upon equally guilty as if I had 
 « aQtually conſented, I began to think it 
was a matter of little conſequence whe- 
ther I yielded or no. Add to this, I con- 


x ſidered 
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«ſidered my gratifying Johnſon, ' at this 
time, as a kind of revenge for Martin's 
ill treatment; ſo that I met him with diſ- 
&« poſitions as agrecable to his purpoſe as he 
e could well deſire. Nor was he backward 
e jn uſing his utmoſt addreſſes, to obtain 
« what I granted him before my return. 
« Thus then was I clandeſtinely facri- 
«ficed to proftitution by 'my*father con- 
_ 4 fefſor, and my pretended huſband. The 
« correſpondence between me and Johnſon 
“continued many months, with the appro- 
« bation of the honeſt Jeſuit, who, taſting 
«the fweets that flowed from it, highly 
e applauded Johnſon' s generoſity; as well 
« he might, ſince in the courſe of fifteen 
„ months I drained him of near five thou- 
« ſand pounds. At the end of this time 
« he was declared a bankrupt. 
„Though I had procured Monſieur 
& Martin fo conſiderable a ſum within ſo 
e ſhort a time, his natural extravagance, 
joined to the preſents he made to Madam 
„a Touche, who claimed a ſhare in the 
<«. ſpoils; we were not much richer at the 
end of that period by all our gains; ſo 
that he was planning new projects for 
9 00G ſupplies, at the price of my prof- 
M titution. 
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* titution. After what had paſſed between 
<< me and Johnſon, he thought there was 
«© no neceſlity for mincing matters, and he 


&< now frankly told me, he had a Colo- 


* nel in his eye for me; that, however, he 
e was afraid he would not pay ſo well as 
« Johnſon ; but that he had an alter- game 


* to play upon him.“ 


Mrs. la Touche was accordingly en- 
ce gaged to bring us together: the Colo- 


« nel's face I recollected very well, he had 


é frequently dangled after me at Vauxhall 


„ and Matybone; but had never till now 


“ opened. his lips upon the ſcore of love, 


« or any thing elſe. He made me a pre- 


“ ſent of only a fifty pound note the firſt 


* time he viſited me; which ſo irritated 
« Monſieur Martin, that he reſolved to 
& give him no farther quarter, but to play 
& his after-game-upon him as ſoon as poſſi- 
« ble. He placed Madam la Touche and 
another female in a cloſet, where they de- 
e fignedly made the Colonel diſcover them 


by coughing loud, after the Colonel had 
T paid his Ne. to me upon the altar 
of Venus. The Colonel took the alarm, 


and, judging of their buſineſs, he com- 


* pounded | matters for five hundred 
. „ pounds 
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« pounds with Martin, to avoid Having 
them canvaſſed in a court of juſtice for 
© crim. con. as he was himſelf a married: 


© man. 


« Notwithſtanding all this ſucceſs in my 


" « profeſſion, Monſieur Martin ſoon failed 
“for 15,0001. and he decamped for Hol- 
land, leaving me and his creditors to 


4 ſhare his houſhold furniture. He wrote 
me a letter from Rotterdam, telling me 

* that he ſhould ſoon return to England, 
Land ſettle his affairs. But 1 never ſet: 


* eyes upon him afterwards. 


] have ſince that time ſhared all the 


viciſſitudes of an unhappy woman. 1 
ewas brought to Paris by an Engliſh No- 
„ bleman, who, dying ſoon after, left me 
here deſtitute ; and Madam la Borde has. 
e been kind enough to admit me amongſt; 
„ the number of her penſioners.” Os 


CH AP: XXVII. 


Some inſights into Maria's preſent ſitua»- 


tion. A deſcriptive portrait of a female: 
e repaſt, done from the We: 


ADEMoIsELLE Venen finiſhed her 
_y very abruptly, without giving- 
Vol. 5 | H. me-: 
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me an opportunity of being acquainted 
with the footing which we were upon at 
Madam la Borde's; and my curioſity was 


all this time excited to know what kind of 
buſineſs it was in which I was to be ad- 
mitted a partner. The gay appearance of 
my companions highly aſtoniſhed me; I 
could not conceive in what manner they 
were able to ſupport the expence they muſt 
neceſſarily make. Whilſt I was thus rack- 
ing my imagination to explain theſe myſ- 
teries, we were called to dinner, and the 
ſoup was ſerved: the repaſt was nothing 
extraordinary, but the quick circulation 
of the glaſs appeared greatly ſo to me, and 
its effects ſoon manifeſted themſelves; for 
the firſt courſe was ſcarcely removed be- 
fore two of our boarders, whom the fumes 
of wine began now to operate upon, fell to 
boxing acroſs the table. In an inſtant the 
table, plates, ragouts and ſauces were 
overturned upon. the floor z and now, that 
they had no interruption to get at each 
other, a regular Broughtonian match en- 
ſued, their handkerchiefs, caps and rib- 
bons wantoned in the air, and bloody noſes 
began to ſtream. The miſtreſs thought it 


was high time for her to interpoſe her au- 
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thority; but in the conflict receiving a ſe- 
vere blow upon the eye, which was a kind 
of compliment ſhe did not. expect, her pa- 
cific intentions were inſtantly changed to a 
hoſtile charge upon her aſſailant, and ſhe 
gave very convincing proofs of her ſkill in 
the athletic art. The other two boarders, 
who had till now obſerved a ſtrict neutra- 
lity, imagined they had been long enough 
idle ſpectators, and now followed the ex- 
ample of their companions, ſo that this 
ſoon became a general action. 

For my part, I had from the firſt dawn 
of this rupture retired in great conſterna- 
tion to a corner of the room, without once 
attempting to move during this Amazonian 
conflict. 

Here was a ſcene for 1 to paint! 
Five women, more reſembling furies than 
human beings, with diſhevelled hair and 
bloody faces, bruiſing, ſwearing, curſing, 
ſcratching, biting, puking, ſcreaming, and 
with ſcarce a rag of cloaths to cover their 
nakedneſs, which in this preſent ſituation 
would have been viſible in ſpite of dreſs. 
One who had got her antagoniſt down, rub- 
bing her noſe in a ragout ; another, with 
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her coats over her head, and an andouille 
between her legs, calling out upon the 
Virgin Mary to preſerve her in her preſent 
danger; the old lady ſwearing immediate 
deſtruction to them all, for aſſaulting her. 
In this critical ſituation, the combatants 
ſtill in the heat of action, which was not 
likely to be of ſhort duration, a veteran fe- 
male, who ſeemed to have ſerved many an 
apprenticeſhip in the family, announced 
the arrival of a German Baron. This was 
a vifitor of too much conſequence, not to 
procure an inſtantaneous ceſſation of hoſti- 
lities. The heroines immediately diſen- 
gaged, to ſearch for their caps, ribbons, 
ruffles, and. petticoats, with which they. 
flew to their reſpective apartments; whilſt 
the hoſteſs, who had made a precipitate 
retreat, after having wiped her face, and 
reſtored herſelf to the belt appearance ſhe 
was able in ſo ſhort a time, went to amuſe 
the Baron, till the ladies were in a condi- 


END: of the Fiss r VoLume, 


